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for the County of Los Angeles and State of California pursuant 





bad 





















































LOR Angeles, California, Priday, April 24, 13979 











“Os 45° af clack A.Ma 

















oS GERDACBARTA MART 












| called as a witness oA hehalf of Respondent; having been firak 


| duly sworn, was examined and testified as follows: 


| BXAMINATION 








BY MRU BRONSON: UG: 
Gs State your full legal name for the record. 
Be Gerda: Hartel. 
G Any widdle initial? i 

& ~~ tyvSarbago ss 

(ko. <Whatola your present address, residence? 
ven boG Lad North Mashtenaw, W-a<s-h-t-e-n-a-w, Chicago, 
| TLLinois; 7 | 


> Row-Long have you resided- at the specific address? 


AR 


oRLeven years. o 





And did-you reside in Chicago prior te that time? 


As NOg 





‘Where Aid yon reside prior te Chicago? 0 








Rochester, Rey Yorky t etensiivi 


“Ana what wae your address in Rochester, if you can 





remonber ? 





OGA o TL believe it was 915 Winton Road: 


ad in Rochester? 





2 QO ond Le that ‘the only address you" 


How Iong did you live in Rochester? 
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Reo) yo years. 




















ogo Prior to Rochester, where did you Live?:: 


A fark Forest, Illinois. > 








ctto Lav bhat La: the vicinity of Chisago? © 


CB. «Et se 211th Street South, to be exact; bat that is 




















Park Forest. 

cu CARA ho Long did yon réside iao park vorest? 

he From '$52 te ‘37. 

ġ And prior to Park Forest, where did you reside- 
a. occ Culver City, California. 

and prior te Culver city, where did: you reside? 


the oO Besc Angeles, Salifernia.: 


















Qe “Hew, ve have bean introduced, Uy name is Phillip 
Sronson,; ag you knows I-am an attorney andor OffLee. coe ce fay 
represents the Motion Picture and Television Relief Fund, 
the chief beneficiary under the terra of the Willi that is 
claimed by: the executor to be the Last Will and: Testament. — 
of your father: You filed a contest to this yili alleging 
various grounds for setting it aside. — 

the purpose of this deposition, the reason why wë 
are taking it, we, of coursa, Wish to have thie Willi 


substantiated. Ang we are representing: the Motion Picture 






Television Relief. rund in this: matter. 


since you are’ the contestant, we wish to. find out 





to the greatest extent possible. what you have to telil- in 
factual detail about the allegations set forth in your #ili 


contest relative te your father, Karl Preunc. 





We also want to find out about your relationship 
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with Karl Freund, find out your opinion on various matters, 





about his personality, his rélacionships with other people, 






Tae purpose of this deposition is not to in any 






| way mislead youor trick yous We are just hera to ascertain 










the facts so that we ean pregare our own case and judge it, 


evaluate it, and that's the reason why we have your depositio 





taken. We know-lt'a@ along way from Chicago. 






os Bo ARG costly. 






® t's stili-neceseary that the deposition be taken 






one way or the other. 






HOw, it's important that you understand ~- and f 






am Sura your attorney has discussed the nature of this 











deposition with you, but for thé record I want to repeat Lt. 
It's important that you understand that though we are informally 
gathered in this law offide, Mr: MeClaskey is here, this 


deposition ia subject to technical rules of evidence that can 






be raised at trial, and objections, This deposition has all 






the forces and sanctity of testimony given in a court of law., 






Therefore, it is important that you testify today just as if 










you were “testifying in a courtroom before a judge and possibly 


before the jury. 





And In this vein, I would like to point oat the 






face thatdf you testify now one way and you change your 






testimony at th time of the trial, we would be able to 


comment on this changes te the judge and the jury to your 






possible embarrassment, Therefore; it is important that to 
i 






the best of your ability and your memory, you give your 





testimony today as though we were trying this case Like in a 












x 
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an 


5 
eourt of law. Now, wad Gan procegd with the questions. 


Where were you born? 














What was tae mame of your mother? 





4 Maiden name, you mean? _ 











i naiden name è yes E peria ee 





a long name, Susette, 8-u-s-a~-t-t-a, 


was your birth? 


bs L316 W AGE a 8 





& .. Did you say it was in Berlin? 
A Yes, 
& | How, isn't it a fact that subsequent to your birth, 


your father, Karl Freund, and Susette were divorced? . : 


ae 


In 1943, but they separated before. 

è Now old were you when they separated? 

& o E donit know. I was only told, I don't know. 
But. I was told I was between two and five. I don’t know, 


` @ Now, did your mother continue to reside in Berlin 





after. the separation? 





he 











@ How, fLollewing the separation, to the best of your 
memory, did. you have any.contacts with your father? 
a Very little... 


g By “very little,” what does that mean? Once a 
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month or once a year? .~ 








eiis | Oyo donttoknew, Bur Lt was due to the fact that 
| dtwasn't that he didn't want te see me, But I think it was 
because of his remarriage, 


ct 


ie How old were you when he remarried? =s 





When he remarried officially, well, I must have 


been seven years oldi 








0r ocAnd he cemarrled: in. Germany? > 





yasi 


Now, prior to tihe time of his remarriage and after 


his separation would you say you saw him less than once a 


Re 3 Well, be: left Germany in "23, 

& How old. ware you? 
lA Lt B@ypeb3aade ts 

a Prior to his departure did you sea him at least 
| oce a wonth? Did he come to yisit you at least once a 


monk? teat katie das eid ts ee eet a ee E 





Ho; I don't think°he’was able’ to." 





What do you base that statement on?» 


Well, because g jesti =~) ag. Io 





gay, that isos: long 


time ago, and I remeber him visiting me at school and I 

















venember visiting: himmat- hie apartment, but it was only © 

















ossible because his wife was not home. 

















“Phat Ll remember: 






































Lie oo  Phisowas Gertrude Freund? 






















Yegor, 
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cog ooo Pham I take it from what you are saying that’ 
Gertrude Freund strenuously objected to your seeing your 
father or your father seeing you? 





0 Waa he paying your mother any ÖTE Lor you~ 


following the separation? 


A I know he was supposed to. But IT also renenber 


that my aother and Thag very, very tough years because he 









not £uLfill his obligation, °° 
Was there a court decree er 

& Oh, Itm sure there wasi 

Goo De you know LE there wera any support provisions 
in that sugpert decree? 

JCA oD m sure there was or he wouldn't ‘have paid any- 

thing, Lf there nadn*t been, at timessi `> 
Qo. (But dovyou state that this support was not’ 


| consistent? =" 








Aà 060s We Fintely not. we ~- ad Eosay, this is alka: 


bong time ago: And g know my mother never telling me bad 


bout my father, because people have asked me and I 











don't lever xemeuber wy mothar telling ma anything about her 


to keep in 


























= it is very 





only in‘a~ 


iifferant state but in a different country. And I do 



































diern 








e¢ that my mother had to appeal to the Council of 


























Jewish Nomen here in order to get some action. Whether 









































































































































Here was a result; I don't know. My mother was quite wealthy 











































































































































































































































































































































































































2 


Edward L. Sarnoff & Associates CERTIFIED SHORTHAND REPORTERS WEBSTER 8-2461 




















































































































































































































Copied from the American Heritage Center, University of Wyoming. This material may be restricted by United States Copyright Law. It is the responsibility of the researcher to copyright approval prior to quotation or publication. 



































































on er own right at the time that my father married her, 








a Was she wealthy in- hex own right from the wealth of | 
her parents? - 
co k oyrot her father, yes. 
@ What did her father do? What business was your — 
grandfather inpe" 
o Roo My grandfather was a very well-known man who was 
listed, I think, in an encyclopedia in Germany as a dealer: 


| @¥ ware books and original writings and compositions of 
Beethoven and Wagner and sa forth. 
h3 Bid your grandfather in any way help establish 
Karl Freund ia the motion piéture business | 
O OA The only thing that I remember is that he did 
borrow sone money from my mother, I-don't know the amount, 
But I remember my mothex telling me that she got a pretty 


bad deal fron him because ñe paid hex back during the 





= 


inflation whea the money waan't worth anything. 





“Now I yéhetiber ““« Lodon't Know just How =- what 


ysr wevhad inflation) Düt I remember we did have an 








inflation in 19423." 





E N e yo ü atate % ou + Gotha ORB Lg s waa td thy ete in 














her own right at the time of the marriage? o 








“Yes 


om that that at least someting 






























































& WELL, ronie know how she lost it or whether she 























































































































had to us itur to live. I don't know. We lived very 
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40 























































modestly. 





























SB your grand: ather siia after iie ME tons 













































„I don't think my gFandiather was even alive 





















































e: but I never enders Imst nave 


been very Gied. 





ee 


ay Now, you state that your mother tried through the 









Council of Je 





with the court decree ~~. 
a Gere 
oo Aoo That's all I know. | 


o $e 4, take it from that there was no success in tnis 





matter? 


ac n- E don't know. At tha tine that a arrived | in this 

















a WneKy in 49 3I, E Yenen rar Mes. Freud telling ne what a 


yery. favorable pate of exchange She got and that iny mother 





ag only getting a0 a Losin koh seth And aa I gay, at was =e i 





an, this, is a jon ag time Ag. and ft don't kion. the divorce ; 

















. But ahs did agree, That's how 













































































the separation? . ee 







































































A He was always in the same business, being a _ 











































































































































































































cinematographer. 
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il 























hive: 




















‘At the time of the divorce, what cccupation did 





Gertrude have at that time? 














ch 





Bee. Mee Hell sot don t know. BUST Know at the - 














| time that. they met, she was an actress. Bút I don't think 























that career lasted very.long after she married my father 


because he was very wealthy. 








you state -- was he wealthy in Europe at this 


Ses? 








\auarding fo the standards then, yes. 








Gwas it 1927 that he left? 


Under what dircumetances did he leave for the 
nd States? By that I mean, enployment-wise, for the 
United Statew? o 

fee. Well, he had a contract with Technicolor as far aa 


I know. It-was not immigration at. thet time and he had ac ~ 





















_|imtentions of not coming back, but he didn't, Be nad property. 
He still had: property near Berlin and he maintained a male 
[secretary all those years during his absence from Berlin. 


® Now, after his departare to the United States, did 

















he in any way communicate with you? - 











io communicated with him and T think occasionally I 




















hag os YRS, We Gormunica tQ, ono Tonn 





ie oe. 





iow, atsay time prior to ==- 








et ma out of Germann 








A Put it tooks himo along: time to 

















It wasn’ totii 370006. 












































noO Now, in terms of expressions of affection, can you 




















t 


state any specific manifestations of affection om Bis vart 
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12 


from the time of the separation and prior to his departure” 


ea ae ee 





UR, MOCLASKEY: You moan from È 





“time of the separation 





Karl Preund and her mother until 1937 when | 











R 


HO. feild #25, | 





“Well, I vas only 12 years old when he’ 





“was about 12 years old wh 


a S kyi WAS g years os a EN 











“BRONSON : 


pe 


ER gelme of mani esta tidae of affection, was he 


person toward you? 7" 





A Wo. Half the time he didn't even support us. 

g But I'm talking about Vien you saw him: 

A I didn't see him. 

a Well, XI believe you testified earlier that you did 


see him sonetimes at his apartment =- 





pression, warmth or ~~ 


“Well, how would any father react to an 8 or 9-year- 





Hild? Naturally, it was = 





Well, I know how I react te my child. 


an, he wouldn't have asked ma to come against 
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he left, '29, and -p 
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G 


z è z 












































i. 
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MEMES 


















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































the desire to see his child at that tine. 
divorce and prior to.his departure -- did he ever take you 
on trips to. 


activities? 






thrilled ami very. proud.. 
Biim R: i 


you continue to live with. your mother? = 


aller apartment. 








him unless it was behind his wife's 





“he came to visit me at school and I remember bein 


pe yapora waat? 


During this peried.«- by that. Y mean after his 


wow, after his departure to the United. States, did 


Net 


his wife's wiehea if be wouldn't have really wanted to have 


the zoo, to the wovlewhouse,. any father-child. 





Unfortunately not, because- I saw him -~ I ha 
backe 2 k 


GEY., 


But that was a very rare occasion, 


bid you continue. to live with your mother? 


Ma Yes. 


And viat were your cixcumetances.at this time... 


felliowing his departure, your economic situation? 


Well, I -know we had to move. We had a larger... 


+ darger apartment, my mother had to. rent roong, 


partment, and because. of financial circumstances, he, had to 
ove in a much smaller apartment. .Even while we lived in 


i 


that. very distinctly. And then we moved inte a 





How, at. some time you decided you wanted to leave 


is that correct? 


i decided? Circumstances decided. that, the times. 


in other words, Hitler. decided?. 


oi Hitler, that's. right... 
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coh. Mhen did yowe- 










































































































































































E EEEREN 1 don't think I wanted to leave actually. 































































































































































































ĝo ccWasatt the procedure for leaving Europe «~~ didn’t 


































































































































































































ou first have to apply for quota? 




























































































































































































oA Well, Twas. very fortunate in 1937. I had tried 



























































































































































































































































‘to leave Germany before. - t-went to Denmark and I worked as. 











































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































. domestic. in. Denmark. Because I did not have a visa to stay 


















n Demuark -- and even that. presented.a problem because this 
‘wag in 1934, rather critical times, and I was not -~ I was 


‘gent back to Germany even though I was only working as a 





‘domestic and not-really earning any money. But they did not 
extend my visa and, unfortunately, in- 1934, I had. te return 
to Germany. when really at that tine ay father should have 
gotten me right straight. to America, without my having te- 
go back to Germany in 1934. 


gen coWass it easier. to get out. of. Germany. in 1934 than in 





4937 Ps 





Res. Pedida t trys- He should have, gotten me out, right 











out of Germany, knowing I was working as a domestic there. 






G. Before: you. got. out of Germany, didn't you bave to 


work inte the American quota ox the British quota? o 





cAi .bdeten, I know all about that. because I tried to 
get my mother: out. and couldn't. But- I was very fortunate 
due te my father's. position. ay father cane to Berlin in. 


ao oY ae 







ofioos Why did he come to Berlin in: 1937? = 






ooBesy Well,.dt was tise for one of his. visits... I think 


earlier nis wife had only come to Germany, from what. I- 
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remenber, .Icdon't know. if they both. came. But I know when 
Iwas about 12 years old or something like that, his wife | 


cane to Germanys- 








oHe came in 2937.: Wall, be rade- regular trips. oco 

















anyway. But To had not sean: him between. '29.-—<.I don't think 


I even saw chin: in.'29. T think it was almost 12 years sinue 





I had actually seen: him: 




















bid be write between ‘29 and '37? 











& Oh, he wrote. But not frequently. Yessie 

















ELBOW ~~ 




















a Did: l write, yes. 















































Q How, ia '34 did you make him aware af yours 




















‘Gircumstances, die., working in Denwark as a domestic and 


being forced. to return to Gertany? 











A Tam almost. gure... But I can't remember that, I 


Can't remember juston whether he reacted. to my plea...Buat I 












































had:to go back to Germany, and he came da: 1937, beth he end 


























Wis wife, as his wife was starting an. around-the-world: trip, 























which lasted. six months... 


























































































































Ang I thought: ++ Inthink they thought it. was. a. 








































































































od idea: that while she was. gone, that. I. should. live: with 













































































































































































B and get reacquainted. And so he came to Germany and, as 


























































































































































































































say, I was- one of the fortunate people at that time. He 






















































































































































































































































































t walked into the American counsul and I think within a 

























































































































































































































































































fatter of a day: I had omy visa, because he was a very well- 

















































































































































































































































































































































AR. HOCLASKEY: You mean needs or abilities? You say. 
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financlal needs. You mean. needs or abilities er sone 























else? . 











THE WITSESS: ..What?. 


HR. MOCLASKEY: . You said that he walked into the 



































and he didn't have any difficulty because he wag a ma 























great financial needs... 


THE WETNESS: No, I didn’t. mean that. “Means, 











MR. GRONSOS Si 











of support? .. 














A, Correct. 
































































































































United States government .--- 























An. However ~~ 








ay Whether he lived up to it or not e- 












































































































































“aot so Sure he would have gotten me out of Germany 























































































































































































































































































































a mow do you know that dt took her approval? 

















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































bid they come to Berlin together? : 



























































































































































































































































And then after she approved == 


































































































one may have come first. I don't know, 




















































































































































































































































































































































































































yp kB e YOR 


































































































Can you tell me where you mat ber? o Did you 
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14 


ris tae 
thing 


embassy 


mn Of 


T mean. 


take it that affidavit he signed was the affidavit 


B. That is, he signed an affidavit deliverad to the 


Ac Wo... But what I am trying to bring out is that I 


. ë 


& his ~- his wife looked me over and it. took her approval. 


i snow... de. sent her to Berlin to look me over, 


LE she hadn't approved, I wouldn't have gotten out. 


Then you, met her, is that correct, in Berlin? 


IO. 6a 


WEBSTER 8-246 1 
















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































the hotel or did she come ta your house? © 


A Aor CI wert te her hotel. 





“pe you remember the nature of ‘the discussion? 
meat 


ġe Ta that "note: 








Ho audible resposes P” 













MQCLASREY: “You have to’ 





mswer andi biyi 


WITNESS: Noy I don't remember the discussion. 





turned out friendly so” 





RONSON: ~ 





Q Did YOU Kidw what the purpose was of hər visit? 

















































































































‘you know, the purpose © 









SO gow] prior too 1g37 Had you taken any steps or 


$S 


ttempted in any way to obtain -~ 


























& No. 












































































































































MR, MeCLASEBY: You have to let him ask the question, 







































































































































































BR: BRONSON: °° 





























































































































































































































“Se te obtain enigration out of Germany? 









































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































| pour mother?. 













































































































































































<9 Ta wen pete fee PSE tee aa 

































































































































































Here any reason why you didn't? 










































































































































































































































































‘Shar igs 05° 





























































































































And XI couldn't go back to Denmark, because they 





















































































































































me back to Benmark so I couldn't go back to Dennark.. 































































































That is, you are saying that you had no sponsor 
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‘EL NAG Ro meina., Yok had to have someone to sponsor 
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until Karl and Gertrude cama to Berlin in 44377? 





























































































































































A Right, that's correct... 











“OME MeCLASKEY: Just a secondi? When you. say, They 


| Sent me back to Denmark; is that what: you wanted.to sav? 





SHE WITRESS: T said, frow Denmark they sent me back 
to Germany, 80 I certainly cowldn't reapply to go to Denmark. 
HR. MOCLAGSKEY: > Off the record. 
(Discussicn off the record.) 
UR. BRONSON: “Could you go back for the last question? 


{Record read by the reporter.) 











































































































































































































































































































BY HR. BRONSON: 





Qo Pedor to thelr arrival in 1937, do you know if your 





‘| mother tried to obtain a sponser? 
Ne el SA 
And you yourself, did you try to obtain a sponsor? 


- Mey 





Mow, did Karl and Gertrude come to Berlin for this 























Europë. 




























































































































































possibly his stepbrothers. So that was not the only 





























































































































reason they came to Gerviany. And Mre. Freand started on a 











































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































@ How many tines did you see her in Berlin at this 
























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































À T don't even know how many days they were there. 




































































































































































@ Row, Qia Karl sign am affidavit for any other «.— 
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13. 











person? 


a & Did he sign an affidavit for any other person? Yes), 





He got his slater. and. his nephew and wife out, but not his 


. favorite nephew; who died, under the Nasis in Holland... 





WHO were these ralatives he signed for? 





His sister, Hress Hedwig: Touba. 


ad now? 





A Yes, last year.» 
@ > wackhecathae tua? 
A Mrs Udorge Touba and hias wife, Irna. 

a Iotaeke it that he did not sign. any affidavit for oo 
your moher es eow 

E ©). Definitely nots 


oo De you know ifvany attempt was made to request that 





he sign? 
& Hone whatsoever yoo: 


Mp coe DER ogous eee: 



























































MA. ACCLASREY: Attempt made by whom? o What do you. think 



























































































































































sestionods?s. coc 


































































































































































































THE WITNESS: He saidswere any attompiks made to sign an 





























































































































































































































fldavits 



































































































































































































































































































































































































































MGCLASKEY: Attempts made by whom? 
































































































































































































































































































































BRONSON: Okay. odTewibl clarify the question. 



































































































































Bye you Or: your pother to have Karl sign an 























































































































foro your nether. 
























































































































































You're talking about 1937 now? 






















































































Yes; yes. 









































































































































No, pecause I had te promise more or less in 1937 







































































































































































rd L. Sarnoff & Associates CERTIFIED SHORTHAND REPORTERS WEBSTER 8-246 1 























Heritage Center, University of Wyoming. This material maye restricted by United States Copyright Law. It is the responsibility of the researcher to copyright approval prior to quotation or publication. 

















_ Copied from the American 































































































































































































































































































fiat one of the conditions that. they were getting me out was 



























































































































































































































































































































































































































































bid both of them place these conditions or was it 





























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































No. Both of them. I am sure that they aeted in- 
















































































































































































































































































































































































bid you accede to these conditions? 











































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































I had no. choice. 



















why. did you have no choice? 

Because I kad to get out of Germany, and I figured 

eventually, that would be. my. only chance to get my mother out, 
0 bid your mother -~ what was your relationship with 

abe mother at. this time? 

| Iwas very close to my mother... 


. Bid. you advise. your mother. of. the circumstances 


i. think it was hard enough. for. her to. SéG mna qo. 


thout my- -telling her that. 





HR. MGCLASKEY:. Your answer is “no”? 


THE WITNESS: No. 





BY MR, BRONSON: 


Q You have been married; is that not correct? 


c$ 


L.was married, yes, . 
oa . oTo whoa? 
à. Ernest Hartel. ooi. 


Q Where did you meet Ernest Martel? 


Be Tn, Berlin, opoo 
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9 what year did you mest Ernest? 








29376888 







s 


What were the circumstances under which you met? 
































a At wörk; and what type of work was -~ what was the 








My work? 






Yas goes 





‘Seeretarial. ` 
“What was hie work?" 


Clerical, I suppose. 





a what was the company?) 
The company? - 
Rightlo~ 
uig oo St Wasa yardage goods wholesale importing company, 
because in Germany we specialize in specialty: stores for °° 


yardage becadse dressmaking at that time was mach more i 











prevalent than ready“to-wear. “If you want the name of the” 











čonpany; it was =s 





Q That's not necessary.” 

















‘that right? 











‘By religion “you are Jewish; is 












































PE Yea = aed 























Was your former husband -> was that Ernest ee" " 
























































Well; Ae Ghangqédd his nhamey When we were married, 





HR 





















































it was a differant hanao 

































































Well; you haWe only had one husband? 








































































































e © 





























Rights. 






























































































































































3 


Bat vour former husband, was ne Jewish too? 
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i So L take it that he also wanted to get out ef - 


(oBeos Very much. He was in more danger than I wasi 











Why do you say that? — 








Well, because it was a year later, in 1938, and the 
Nagis more or lese°gave him an ultimatum of 10 days to get 
out ox it was «= in November, +38; they were rounding up all 

the Jewish mene: °I-don't know about women. And they were =- 

probably woald Rave putchim into a camp in November, °38, and 
they gave him 10 days to get out if he had a sponsor. 
À Were you stíll in eriin at this tine? 
SA EB bebte det} oepa 
Sooo s voy; how was he able to leave Germany? I take it 

hecwassableitocget “a spodser? i 

BR. Kes, definitely not through éhecHelp '6f my father, 

| #he first step was to get to Cabas: And he dot some Help 


-through a mutual friend of ours who was =- already had left 























€or London, and he got Ais passage == no. 







































































ORG aA matter of fact, my mother had to sell her 









































































































































wid the 
























































srand piano inorder to raise the money for his trip. 
































































































































faposit that was required by the Cuban government was raised 



















































































































































































by thie matual friend of ours then residing in London, who 

































































































































































was at one time my husband's employer in Berlin. 
































































































































































































































































































































































































































“But gari Preand was dn no way his sponser? 


























































































































































































Ae Unfortunately notices 


























































































































My 














bid you ever request Rari? °° 



















































































Be Yas. 
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23 
Í Q What was his. reaction? 
2 oR Regative, and in iater years he denied ever having 
3 been asked... So he mast have been rather forgetful of a lot 
i of facts because he denied that I. ever: asked him. It was 
2 through the kindness of complete strangers that he got a 
5 visa to this: country... 











bid he conme to this country after Cuba? 





A He had to wait two years for a quota in Cuba and 
practically starved to death, yes. 


Q Was there glso an affidavit signed for tie Cuban 











government om his: behalf?... 





Sel. Ho. You had to -- you had to come up == I hate to 
































get inte this because a deposit had to be made for these 
refugees entering Cuba, which after they got to Cuba, wasn't l 
even recognized. And a let of crooked dealings went on under E 
Batista. And even though he had this deposit ta entar Cubs | 









































and was issued some kind.of-a visa, they considered him 


























illegal and put nim inm jail anà the police chased hin and he 






































was not able. to find work: and practically starved to deata 















































and got some money. from.some Jewish charity... 

































































During this period I take it you were not married 





















































































































































































































































































































































to hime 
& a 
fa But was: there any other type of. relationship, 
























































































































































































































































































































































engagement, anything like that? .. 






































































































































Ae. © Bo; no. offieial. engagement... 


























































































































soğ pocut you were in love with him? 
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© Qohothis was made clear to your father? Was this made 





























| Qlaarste your father? 


























A Oh, Ae knew, yes. 
























































Ag bid he ever advance to yon any funds for -=~ 









































FA Hone whatsoever i 
































@ . Let ma finish that. Did he ever advance you any 


























| funds for the benefit of your future husband? 























Ro. 


















































A 
ġo- But you asked for then? 














b 


a, Tedidn't:o actually: ask for funds because  thatewas 






































not the problem at the time. fhe problem: was te. get oan 


















































| affidavit. 626% 




























































































‘ODL youcask hie for oan affidavit for him? 























hr Yes. 





He would not give iteto you? 














p p p 


; He ii xe 















































gm 

















That is, though requested by you, fhe would not 











































































































give an affidavit for you for your futare. husband? i 
















































































A 












































Novo Neither. for myi mother, 






















































































































































































































































































ooBventually your mother died in Germany or Poland: 












































































































































































































































































































































thats: rights: i 




































































A 






























































































































































































































































































































































-And she died ~~ where did she die? 






















































































































































































































































































£S At Ravensbrueck, whichis a concentratios campio. 

































































MR, HeCLASREY: Ravangbrueck? 
































































































































































































































-EBE WITNESS: R-ra-veg-n~s-b-r-ure-o-k. 



























































































































































MR, BRONSON: 











































































































mS Subsequent te your arrival in the United. States, 
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your mother continued. to reside in Europe? 


Ay Yes, 





p) and in Berlis?.... 





-Both in Berlin and: Copenhagen. 
Q Did you. ask your father to sign.an affidavit. for 


| HEL Pon. 








Definitely... 








ana what would this affidavit.--~ I'll rephrase. the 





“question... 





wi EA He. bad: signed A this i af fidavit;. would: have” this: Pace pe l 


act allowed. your: mother to: come to the United: States?...0.- 
theo AG that time, yes, Thera: swasa time later onyo. 


whether. you had as: affidavit or not, the quota was closed and 


the consulate. in Berlin closed... Begauseé when I..finally: <.< |> 


signed an affidavit, o it was too. late. 
@ © Bhen did you. sign the affidavit?.... 
A ci I bbiak 1939.60.70 


Bera Well, can you remember exactly what- the affidavit- 





? | called for, what exactly was. it other than a quarantee to... 


support the person? 








Aeooo Well, the general purpose of an affidavit is to... 





assure the. government. that tne person would not. become a 
8 public charge. 
& Could you have signed the affidavit prior. to.1939? 
GAD niori piu ` 
Why Po. 


cides: Evdidn't even havea job. 
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3 in: that. affidavit form did you have to. put.down. cohe 















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































what your position was, who you were employed by, your income? 
Fes. I couldn't, even support. myself. 
è dtvunderstand that. Sut I am trying to find out. 
what the affidavit called for... 
Was there data -= I assume- though I don't Know. 
I have Hever seen one. -I assume that the government required 
in the affidavit to substantiate your position, the position 
| you were taking, that is, you were making so much money and. 
| that you vere making so much income that you would have to |. 
show to the government before they would accept the affidavit 
uos . Definitely. This was one of President Roosevelt's 


shortcomings in his administration as far as refugees were 


concerned in the ‘thirties... 
-Qoo So your testimony is you couldn't sign the affidavit? 
A . Bo.. As a matter of fact, my hands were tied. more 
than if I wouldu’t have had such a well-known father at the 
tine... ff i would have been just anybody, I might have been 
evan more successful in getting my mother over. d might have 
looked. to other people for help. . But knowing that. my father 


did not want my mother over here, I could not. go to people in 





pwho might have helped me because it might have 


been against my father’s. wishes... So my hands. were. more 





lan with any. other person... 





ad had more handicaps to overcome. As a matter of 
fact, he wag a hindrance. is position and. his ~~ the. 
|position he took and the position he Aad in the industry made 
it almost impossible for me to lock for. help somewhere else. 


oo B oo BOC me ask you. this. question: Would you have suffersd 
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personal eonsequences or is it because the people. in the. 


industry would not have stepped in because vac: 





Well; Iodidn't- actually approach anybody. But. I 


knew what the sscwhatcohis attitude. was. 





eG o Whate-would have he done vis-a-vis you? 
As Well, he- wouid have first ef all discouraged: what- 


ever party I would have approached from yoing through with. 





dée AndvI know: remember one incident, <I had very little 
| mohey:eaved, iwhish:t-seroutiged together by probably: not eating 
and ota try -* oh, mumber one, comes back to me. mows... My 
father must Rave been --9I-don't know if it's miserly or 

oj what you would consider it. But the little savings that I 
had from working: as a: secretary in .Germany.weren't very... 
much and you had: to +e you had restrictions on taking money 
‘unr of: Germanys: Andall I could take out of Germany. was 
akari which in the rate of exchange isi two- fifty: But 
as. far as what-iti was worth, itowas maybe 310. 

Temali- Ivcould: take ont of Germany, ands To Rad 


OGowarke saved... And ny father gave me, when I. came to 






































Logs Angeles, exactly: $100 for those 400 marks, That's how 
4 y 


















































































































































enerous he was. 































































































































































































< Fhe. $100 did not buy what I) could afford in 



















































































































































































































































































Germany for 400 marke, but I remember this. very distinctly. 






























































































































































@ gave me 6160. Tor omy 400. marks aoco 





































































































































































































ste .oWefll get into that. But why was your father.so 

















































































































damante-<- + 







































































































































































cA soo Oh; yes, ow I know what I was going to say. 












































































































































































































































































































I had some: money saved and he did not want me to bring my 






















































































Edward L. Sarnoff & Associates CERTIFIED SHORTHAND REPORTERS WEBSTER 8-246 1 




















Copied from the American Heritage Center 





iversity of Wyoming. This material may be restricted by United Stafes Copyright Law. It is the responsibility of the researcher to copyright approval prior to quotation or publication 












































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































mother over here, and I had to lie about even having this 
four hundred and =- oh, maybe by then $456) for the purpose 


of maybe gatting my mother out. And I had a cousin of my 





mother in San Francisco, and I told him to say that money 





as his or something like tnat. 





“ALL I remember very vaguely i that my father had 
a fit of temper and got very mad at me for not -- for having 


Lied about the fact that I had this money and that I used 





in San Francisco for =~ I don't know how he found: 
out about it, ‘But he was very, very wad that Ir had liea, 
which was only for the benefit of my mother. 

®here should have been no reason to lie about tt, 
‘but Ido remember that it caused quite an unpleasant scene 
that I had lied about having these $450 to bring my mother 
‘Over and that he found out that I had had correspondence — 
with thie cousin of my mothar in san Francisco. So he 


really didn't want my mother over here. ~ 


‘he did not 






to jeopardize his owm marriage, even though 






i ao intentions of making any troub 





“Now, are you saying this? “two 





ys to interpret 
Either he theught your mother would come here and 

a way disturk his marriage or, alternatively, if she 
here or IF he Signed for her; Gértrude Freund would be 
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Q. Which is it?” 











Rs MECLASKEY:. Da you know or are you, just conjecturin: 
asto his motivations? o; 


MR. BRONSON: I am not asking your opinion, I am asking 





Do you, Know? 




















ME. MeCLASSEY: You are not supposed to conjecture. 








You're supposed to testify what you. knew about. If you don't 
Know, Chen. you. answer. that: question 
WITRESS: o Well, let me. put it this way: He blamed 


dt all on ais wife. But dt may very well have been his own | | 


feeling. Sut. to justify himaeli to me, ae blamed it on his 


























wi Eia, 


























BY BR. BRONSON ioco no 


Dooni Was he justifying hinseli to yon at. the. tines you 











were asking for this affidavit or was this later on in life 
































after. the evente nhad cecurred?. - 

































































Aat Yes. NO, because L remember one incident that I 



























































suppose that I: wili never forget. all my life, and. I tried. . 
























































to refresh his memory, and he very conveniently, or maybe 





































































































he did forget, as he did a lot of things. He said, when I 






















































































































































































skod Rim -~ and: this was. in his, Brentwood. home. and- 













































































































































































































































































































































































is. meant mm oons 







































































































































































































































































HR. MoCLASKEY:.. Now, just a second. Are you about to 
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30° 


WR. MOCLAGREY:2° ALloright.. I don't: want te eüt you off | 


if there is any more to the remark, any more to the conversa- 


‘| thon. Do you remember it? 


















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































HE WITNESS: oo That was the:+~ thatowas his feeling. 








Whether Ltewas .--Sceieuent 





MOCLASKEY: All right: 
tHE WETNESS: Whether he was influenced, I don’t know. 
HR. MECLASEEY: Now, just a second. Just let the 
| remark stand. We are not asking you to play psychiatrist, 
oR. BRONSON: Off the record: 
(Discussion off the record.) 

BY MR. BROWGOM roo 

a Now, when he made the statement in regard to the 
grub, had you been having a discussion with him as to your 
nother, obtaining an affidavit for your mother or -~- 

& Well, I'm-sure we must have hads -I don't know what 
year that vas. It had <= it.was definitely before 1941... 
5 So..I-don't know when they ‘moved to san Fernando; but it was: 


ino. Srentweed .oc oux 





Did. he ever say to you that ~~ I am maybe para- 





phrasing the words ~~ that substantially that "Gertrude does 
|not-want your mother here"? 
A He. didn't say it inm so many words, no. He made it 


|sound that it was mutual. ' 





AA That it..was:mubuad ado Gna aU S. 





c Bid -he ever nake cany statements or in any way 





k axpress that it would. be dangerous or harmful to his marriage? 


i am asking for statements now. That is, in. terms: of excuses, 
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31 
what excises did Earl give to you in expressions of statement 
fer not signing the affidavit? 


A Weli; Ne was not Aman that had to feel that het- 










has to give you excuses, He just said noi 


aver jugtify to you his failure to give an affidavit? 





Okay. Subsequent to your mother's death, did he- 


Bo “In Later years? 





® Yesi 


oR Befinitely not; because he tried to shift the guilt 





to me. He had +e he must have had tremendous guilt feelings, 



















which he tried to shift to mes: 
mi How was his quilt attempted to be shifted to you? 


“A Oh, by Long distance telephone calls, many, many 





years after. - 

G> what would he state in these calls? 

A He would say -- well, he must have been separated 
from his wife py then, because the one -~ one of the many 
conversations I-remenber ig; he says; "Y hate you°and® Truda 
for not getting your mother outs But you helped this bastard 
of your husband to get out of Germany." | 


And this vas not oly once. This occurred many 





tines. 
Q And what waa your reaction? “By that, To mean. 

vocaliy. Wiat words, what statements ‘did you make tö that? 
A Well, be was very argumentative. You didn't get 

a justify yourself, and I finally gave üp. Sut 


he wouldatt-ltetën to the truth; that it was hie faults 





8 “Mow, XI-don't reaall if you testified that you did > 
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or Gid not give an affidavit. for your.-+ 
oR cued did, for my mother. 
MR. MECLASKRY: I. was. going to. says (Slew down a little 
bit. Weve gotenough time... Let him finish the question, 
Don't-anticipate. You can't tell how the question is going 


to end up, 





BRONSON: It wasn't going to end up that way. 





G Okay. But. your testimony is that you did give an- p> 


affidavit for your mother? oo cts, 





einM@@ye DT diğe 





You wouldn't have any copy of that: affidavit? . 
ode oooW@.e.  Fhat's ~~ that was sent to Berlin after the 
| consulate choneacand it was teo labari] 

Qo: “Phat is, you didnit keep copier of these affidavits 
MR. MECLASKEY: Answer audibly, please. 

TRE WITNESS: Noa: | 
| BY AR. BRONSOR o 


& pid you at any time. giva an affidavit. to. tre 











immigratien Service for your husband? 


Bo NOW dst 





ct Now, you. state on these phone calls. he. would. 
blame.yous for. the emos 


A Fact that my mother didn't get out of Germany, yes. 








< Didvhe have any other. specifics in- the statement? 
LA © (NO... He. just: said; "Well, you: got your’ -- he 


didn't like omy-husband; and he said, “Well, you got hin out. 





but you didn't.get your mother: out, which is one thing 


having nothing: to do with the other, because it was not 
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a3: 























fat the same time, and besides, I did not sign an affidavit 















for my husband. 























th That is, it owas his former employer that was the 


| one who was inetrumental in getting him out. Is that your 









| testimony? = 











Be 





vartially, but the affidavit waa signed in this 


| country. 





ni 





@ But who siqned the affidavit for your former husbant 









Well, as I-gaid. before, it was a completa stranger ,|: 
| out of kindness: It was a Russian Jew by the name ofo 
| Woloshin, who owned a delicatessen store on the East Side 


of Los Angeles. oios 








MR. HGCLASKEY: Do you want to spell that name? 











coro ABW WIRBESB 5. Weo-L-o-seh-i-ns 





| BY MR. BRONSON coc. 





tk ia he deceased? 











A I have no ideg. 














F. Did-you attempt to get an affidavit. for your. 
































| mother also fromithis man? i: 















































bicce E-Aidn't krow that man then. 
















































































& Well, I take it ‘you-ware the one wae was able to 





















































get the affidavit from this Russian Jew on tha East Side? 









































ay Yes. But that was -- that. must have been. in.-~ 































































































I don't know exactly when that was, but my husband did not 




































































| get to this. country until December, 1941. oo 


































































































































































































Qs) Was this affidavit- used for the purpose of getting 





















































































































































| him out of Cuba ox out of- Germany? That- ig; when the. 



























































































































































































































































































































































































































































: affidavit was signed, was he in Cuba? 
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34 


% He was im ubat => 





"hes OR, I see, 
Now, to summarize, it ie your testimony that you 


did not approach «eist 





Rt the time that I tried to get the affidavit 





husband, I didn't even know the whereabouts of my 





Rother 








| the affidavit for your husband in Cuba or your future husband? 





“It might kave been in 1940. Thad to wait a very 





‘Lone E ules, HATE a i 
sereg What year did you lose contact with your mother? 
A My mother died in March) 1942, Apd it wage ©. 
approximately a year that I had not had any news from ber- 
prior to ner degti > 
os When Was the last communication you received from 
her? ErOORENY 
ORO T don't krnov, oD saying itis approximately a 
year before her death, so it must have been somewhere in the 
begivning.of ‘41. 


Q Wae she living dm Berlin at the time? 





‘A te & eit Boe 





And then after that, you lost contact with her? 


A Faas 


x 


Eo Now, your testimony is that ~- the times that 
Karl called and accused you of getting your husband out of 
Germany but not your mother, did you make any statements to 


him to contradict this? 
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(ew thet it wae Leal in. wide: you attespted to get | 










































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































35 
h Oha inthe beginning L certainly did. Sut then 
i gave uge be esra 
® What did you say? What statements did you make? 
A Well, I tried to remind him of the facts, that 
: eeeecee ail, Thad. no nesens to get her out, that he was 
| putting obstacles in my way, and third of all, that he was 


asxed to help her to get ont. And from what I remember my 





mother telling me is that.--.well, when she was in Denmark, 
“Dalready asked ay father to help. Ber. And- he. said. something 
about, "Well, I won't support her in Denmark. I only support 
her in Germany,” which.is like signing a death certificate ri 
there... 
go and E- found out later: that. there was a financial 
i reason, selfish reason for that, that he only wanted to 
support her in Germany because, I. believe, he owned sone.. 
property near. Gerlin and. apparently we had some income. from 
this property out of which he was paying her, which was to 
his benefit rather than sending dollars... 
cree oo that is, be would rather have her in Germany than 


in Denmark?» . 





Be. Because of. the money situation, yes... 





Had you ever asked your father to sign the 


affidavit for your. husband? 





1 ip sure I did, yea. 





x But he refused. 
Did you ever ask. him at any time te sign an o.. 
affidavit. for any other. person? ..» 
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fh Other than, I think you Listed. tirès relatives 


































































































and yourself that cama out of Germany? 




































































A Well, he got the others =~ other ones oueooct 


























































































































ay Om. Bis owns <5 
















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































On his owners 





RBS g SoS: 




































g Butto your knowledge; he didn't sign for anyone 
| else other than yourself and threa others; three other 


relatives? =. 














EA 


& ciofhatt s. correct. As I say, bis favorite nephew 


id in Holland because he didn’t get him out. 


A DO you know why be didn't get him oub? 
A Ha, I don't, 
& Did Karl participate financially with any of the 


Jewish agencies that were trying to aid in immigration? 

A, HG. 

a What was his attitude toward that? bia he ever 
express any attitude? 

A io, because -~ not that I know of. And he 
certainly had the means todo a lot for the Jewish people. 
He didn’t. 

a Did he ever exprass to you any attitude toward 


tae Jewlsh people? 
















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































A. Ha, nO, 
tu kow, When you came out of Germany, what was the 






method, the method of transportation? 


A We traveled together, 
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G oo ¥hat is; your relatives, and yourself? 
À Ho. My father and Ioc 
a And what was your point of Departure? Hamburg, 
| or how did you leave Germany? 

A Well, we left separately, because he went to Paris, 
I believe it. was Hamburg. o I don’t even know, 
HR. HOCLASKEY: Off the record. 


(Discussion off. the: record.) 





(whereupon, the deposition was adjourned 
for luncheon recess, to be resumed. at. 1:00. ccon 


e'eolock: P.M.) : 
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8 Los Angeles; California, Friday, April 24, 1970 







































































































































































"F599 “9 "lock Boag > 












MR. BR ion. 





SON: Read back the last questi 


(Record read by the reporter.) 























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































°° BRANTNATTON RESUMED 















| BY MR. BRONSO: 





G What was the port of departure from Europe? 
B think Sfp wag Ha ay wry : y 

Q 0 And you landed in New York? 

F yaa who , 

@ And then dia you stay in New York or aid you 
| continue to travel? © 

à Wemight have stayed a day or two. 


Now, you say, "we," 





My father and T; 


You cane across the Atlantic with your father? 
























































Correct.” 

































































































































































auproximately what part of the year was it when | 




































































































































































Hew York?" 



























































































































































“November L5th, ` 









































































































































































































































6 Then your = or Karl's wife was traveling on in the | 

































































































































































































































































































































































other Gilrection? Bo Sera hee eee 
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Indonesia.. 
After arriving in New York, you then proceedad to 
Loe E 





And did. you proceed with your father? - 





Yes. I moved inte his home. 





Where was he living at that tine? 

I think the address was 1273.-- although I am not 
~~ Hanover in Brentwood, 
How many-rcon house was this? 
A Let's see, It had ~- they had two separate bedroom 
| and servant's bedroom. 
G For what period.of time did you reside in the house 
ooh, Eİdonit know exactly, but I think Mrs, Freund came 
back in Nay, I believe, and that's probably when I moved. 

G . How, how old were you at this time? 

ee | 

| And what did you do after you, got te Los Angeles in 

erns. of saployment. or education? 


A T started Sawyer's Business School in January, 





38, till about the following year, I think, May, 139 -- yes, 





started in ‘38 and, I think I was there over a year, and I 





dak I got out in May, ‘39, 


® And what courses did you take? _ 





Pos: $ General secretarial... as 
Q Now, during this period of time you were keeping 
correspondence with your mother; is that correct? 


& Definitely, 
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40 
Q And did- she ask you in letters what could be done 
to gat her out? 


a : 


à i don’t exactly know when that subject was brought 


up. Not lamediately, I know, - 





oi Now, after Gertrude came back, you left the 
nouse? 
A Yes. 
Here you still going to Sawyer’ s? 
fesio 
and when aid you stop Going to Sawyer's? ~ 


~Zethink “it was May; ‘39... 


p p p p p 


What did you do after thet? - 


CI got a job at the Beverly Wilshire Hotel as a 
secretary to the manager. ooo °°. 
oo And were you renting an apartment at that time? 
A How My father paid'$3 ‘a-week ‘for a room for me 
tight here on Westwood Boulevard. 
Q What kind ==- was it ah apartment? 
& Justa poomi” 

. Q Was he giving you any other aid, support? °° > 
tei Bo Yes, very- limited., ©: think I got $5 a week besides 
| Bis paying for the room. 

fh Wag the salary you were drawing as a secretary =~ 
Ay Ii wasn't working right away: It took me quite a 
while to find a job. I don't know when I started, — 
oQ. Between the time you stopped Sawyer's and the time 
‘you got a job? 


Bees Yes, yea. I-don't know. °° 
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bnan 











think when. by 









you werg 





nern 





times when I di 

















AOS ie, 








gg 


a 


ani È have 


any 


la domestic 


work and 


he giving you other 























gta ENRE 


he 


á 
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42 


4 


work for my room and board, And I think I started in September 
after working for a short while as a waitresg, Giu bo Soe i 


oo pid youvask Kim to help you find a jobt -. 














Boe He knew what Iwas doing, “fdon't know if I-actually 


| said; Well) help nei” 





Idon tt know. I probably had pride and ha probably | 
dida't offer it. 


@ How Lloag aid you work as a domestig? = = 





A OR, September -~ somewhere around September, ‘39, 








till possibly February ör Merch, and == 
ü And then what happened? = 
Be “And then I just had it, and through my own efforts, 

aot through his help whatsoaver, I decided to ~~ first I 
went to night sehol; because L-could improve myself and 
learn Spanish and, as a matter of fact, I got a Job. Took 
mo about an hour and a-half traveling to get to this job 
where I made $16 a week, some company in East Log Angeles, 


and I.was living near ba Sree and Sunset then in a room, and p- 




















ny How frequently were you seeing your father during 
this perlad? <6 = 


& Maybe every two weeks. I don't know. IT doatt = 





ranembarx 





‘Sere you e- 
EN Isaw him, yes, Bub es 2008 


‘Were you visiting his Rouser 





in Srantwood , 





a Did you ever have dinner there? ~~ 


A I'm sure:I did; yesi 
a 
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43° | 















































uh Wag ~- 








































































































A. That was the tine that I- tried. to get him to signoj: 












































an affidavit for my mother. The moment I bad a job, evan 


































































































though it was: $16 and I had $450 in the bank, that is what. 






































my affidavit was based on. j 






































a How, are you saying this was seci 










































































high As 








io E eo: SaaS Eis 



























































a Prior. to that, had: you tried to get him. to give 



























































? | an affidavit for your mother? — | | 

























































































EN Oh, definitely. 















































Q Now, when did» your husband arrive in the United 



































. States, what year? 





















































Ae December, 840.0055 




































































~DL@she come to Goa Angeles? osii 


= Yess Lake? Ta siR T 









































































































































“Oetober, llis 






























































fs 
a 
cioci When were you married? 0. 
RR 
a 


And what typecof work was: ha: doing? 







































































se WNERR conse Lore 







































































After he arrived, let's say, first several months. 



























































































































































àc. oI believe he got. a job in: some wholesale. yardage 



























































firm in Los Angeles,.which he lost. five daya after we- got... 





















































































































































married. 




























































































































































































xı Byctbat: tipe I had a little better job. myself, and 






































































































































































































































IT worked for. the City Housing Authority at tbe tine we were 

























































































































































































married ooo 








































































































































































































@ And how long did. you work for the City Housing? 


















































































































































A Let's see. o That’s ciglio Tothink a little over a 
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Year yoo 




















They transferred me to one of their housing projects, 





























which was avery bad location, and Ivthiak I had te quit. 
































G What position did your father hold- at: -the tine you 



















got married? 



































ACO He wascthec+e:I believe, the head of the department 

















| at Netro+Goldwyn-Mayer in photography. 
































“Row, Gig he ever help you. get any of these jobs 



























that you have Listed so far?. 
















































Ao Rone s 
























































Q@. “Biter you were married, did he give you any aid 
































































































































and any support? oioi 





















































oR Mee ET didn't even get a wadding present. 












































BR, MOCMASKEY:s . You will nave to qualify that as to poin 





Of time, the quéstien, I mean, as to what aid and support 
























you might have gotten after: the date of marriage... 































































































OUR, BRONSOR:: Let'aosay the first year ~~ 












































































































THE WETRESS. I wouldn*: call it-aiú and support. There 

















































































might: have been occasional gifts. ‘There was no aid and 


























































































































































sapport. 



























































































































































MEK. MeCLAGKEY: You didn't understand, I am trying te 
























































































































































| £ind out as to the question, Mr. Bronson, as to whether you. 




























































































































































































































































































































































and the witness are on the same track. I don't think you are 

























































































Gut Io just wank to know. You say, “the first year.“ 



































































































































Your answer oas just given, was it true as to the 













































































Tirst year? 



































































































THE WITNESS: Thei answer is now 
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ari 


you didn't yes any aid or sapport? 

a, Hoy ! 

ih and he did not give you awedding gift? 

A Ho. He handed my husband $38, which I will never 
forget, which was supposed to take care of two nights at 
$19 each in Santa Barbara at the San Ysidro Ranch, two days, 


two nights so. 





MR. MeCLASKEY:  O£f the records. - 
(Discussion off the record.) 
THE WITNESS? When ==. 
HR. BRONSON: Off the record, 
(Discussion off the records yoo: 
BY: NRS “BRONGON + 
Where ische living; your former husband? 


& 
A 9 In Chicago. 


fact 


2. How, did he make any verbal statement yOu an 
xvenouber in giving you the $38? 

A Not to me. Iodon't know what he said to my 
husband, 





To you. Pid he say something? 


i 
Q  YOu-had wentioned earlier =- 
A No, Rey ooo 

aR 


ME, BRONSON: i OFE the record. 





(Discussion off the record.) 
BY MR. BRONSON: 
D Now, you said you were given a wedding dianer; 


Fis that correct? 
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Yes. 


_ and where was this given? 





At the Beverly Wilshire Hotel, 






And who was in attendance? How many people wera 



































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































‘there? 
















spe 


Not more than 20, 


RA 


Now, 





how long did you and your husband continus to | - 









reside in California after your wedding? 





_. And did you continue to work during this period of 
time? Ware you working == 
A 2—7 The majority of the time except for raising my 


children, yes. 





a. ORAY e when were your children born? 
A. ‘44, which was ~~ they were all born in Los Angeles 


"56, and ‘52, 








ose And which was born in "442... 


























































































































a. Hy Gaughter, Diane. 





















































































































































































































































Where is she living now? . 






































































































































Jowa City, Iowa. 













































































































































































is she marriad? 












































































































































































































































































































































e next child? .... 






















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































he next one? 






































u which is a boy, '52. 































































































































































































































































































Now, during this period from ‘41 to *52 did you 
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a7 | 





























































A Oh, I forgot to mention that we didn't continuously 











| live in Los Angeles. My husband was in the service san 






































Aiit gt Ghayy eas 



































A A 

















from 143 to "46. 





















































‘Where did you reside during those years? 




















“Olympia, Washington, 































































































‘Now, Subsequent to your arrival in the United state 




















| did you ever observe your father consuming aléoholi¢ beverage ? 





















































I didn't see him. And I'm sure that the few tines 






























































| T sav him, he did not. 






















































































a So, to your own personal knowledge; you do nöt know! | 











































































































if he was consuming alcoholic beverages?) — 













































































‘AO Y'm sure he did socially, yes. 


















































































































































© Sut in your presence he didn't? 
























































































































































a 















































‘And in your presence he never was in what, in your 



































































































































opinion, would be called an’ intoxiea tad stakep otot 


























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































KR. HOCLASKEY: What period of time are we talkiag about 
















































































































































































































































































THR WITNESS: Iwas only 7 or 8 or 9 years old. I con't 



































3 TU © # 






























































YMRS BRONSON: — 































































































































































































® said when I initially gave the question: From 

























































































































































































time of your arrival in the United States. 
































































































































MR. MGCLASKEY; He means from the time you arrived right 

















































































































to the present moment. 
























































































































































THE WETNESS: Yow said subsequent to =- 































































































MR. BRONSON: To your arrivals 00 
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ät 





Oh, Iwas talking -~ I'm sorry. 


HR. MGCLASKEY: Let's clarify this. You mean from the 


got to the United States till the death of her father? 



























































































































































































































































































































































































































































Yas. 






BY MR, BRONSON: 


 O. let's take the period from your arrival to the tine 






























































































































































Of your marriage. Did you ever observe him consuming alcohelke 





























beverages ia your presence? 




























































































A „Definitely, yes eit 



























































®... Did be ever consume more than two or three glasses 































































































of alcoholic beverages? 







































































































































































phun, 

































































Weill, I have to go baek to the more recent Years, 














































































































































































































































































































because really I don't remember his social habits that long 

























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































“got. married, which ig ‘41, we visited, you know, quite 


















































ariy, 





mE it got worse as time progressed, 









































































































































































































































































































Yes z in, Chicago. ; 




























































































































































































































































































Or Park Forest, yes, 

















































































































On these visits had he consumed alcoholic beverages 
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49 
in your presenca? 
FE Eo SLA Arday a? ARa 


QOO Had he ever become what in your opinion i 
intoxicated? © 





“Hot at first. - 
when the =- 








“what year it would 





ou know, 





have started 





any excess; but later on, ae l sp ag peat dae 
“And my husband and T would go out with hi 





to his drinking, béecane very difficalt to be with and 
insulted 


PSS 























































































































my husband and myself and was arqumentative and. 












































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































authoritative and e a a 







"This was all’ brought ‘to a head mostly ‘through his 
drinking but f don't know TE tt was a characteristic because 
he was like a Hei g 


dekyll and or, uyd? H 





























‘He could have two 





















































different personalities, and this is how most of the une 
















































































































































































leasant relationship ¢temied from, ie when he vas 





















































‘drinking 















































































































































































































































Bhat was your relationship with Gertrude, let's 

















































































































from the ‘time of your arrival “to “the” time of 






































“your | 





































































































































































































































































































“Very good. 





























































































































































































































And did it at some ed 


Fia 

















Aer 


























thereafter become bad? 












































































































































































































































After we went into the service for - 

















or MAY be 












































väk 


EN 






“went away in 19 -- 





















































I believe it was 1943, I think 








was a Tittle, “waybe'a Titele jealous of 






























































alous of the attention 
father might give toa grandehtld, 






























































































































amd sy Father N 











S Said, "Well," n 




















t Bays, “Im glad wa didn't have any 
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40 
chileren,* because she was jealous, probably even of a cat 
that Ke might like. If the cat. liked him more, she didatt 
like it. | 

So that same thing, strangely enough, was projected 


probably to a grandchild.» And: that is the first tine. really 








that there was some touchiness after my first child was born. 









a Regarding. getting an affidavit for your mother when 
you attempted to get your mother. out oi Europe, did you ever 
discuss that with Gertrude: after your arrival in the United 


States? 
























































‘Be IT donit remember, but. I: doubt. it because she is the 




























































































































































































































































































































































































































one that mòre or less extracted the promise. from me that I 


would not send for my. mother, for five, years. . And so, 
































naturally, I wouldn't ask. her- ñor an affidavit. 



































































































o> ckow, regarding your. own intent vis~a-vis this... 













































































































































































promise did you dn your own mind, feel that. you were -= feel, 























































































































































































































intend to Keep it? That is, you made a promise not to bring 


































































































your mother over for five years, 




























































































































































































Be ‘Well, let's see. Five years from ‘37 is *42, you 





































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































know. And nobody could have predicted in 137. that things. 
























































































































































SUSUR SE UES 





























































































































would @t that bad; shortly after I left. I probably thought 





































































was all right. But nobody could predict that things _ 







































































ould get that bad«just a short tie after I left, and I... 
























































































































































robably never would have made.-~-you know, agreed. to. such 






































































































































agreement. 











































































































































































: @ ooNow, regarding the. three relatives that. were 






























































































rough over; you had nothing: to do with. the choice of those 




























































































hiree; did: you? = 
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Bos 


oThatowas your father’s own choice? 





L esc -oT &bdn'toeven-Know them. ooo. < 







“Now, you Rave alleged among other things in your 


| WiLL contest that at times your: father had violent fits of. 





| temper? 


A Definitely, yes. 





w co Were these violent fits of temper noticeable apen: 
the time of your arrival in- the United States? 
SR Ss Ree... 
G When did you first begin: to notica << ii 
A iocan't tell you when I -- I couldn't tell you by 


yaar when Ivneticed its: He was always: intimidating = Y 





don't know when his fits of temper began, but I-say that's 




































































































































































































































































































































































































ig and authoritative, unreasonable and critical. 


Q What moe si 















































































































































































































































Babowe es oases .. 










































































































































































































































































SORRY 


































































































































































































































































































GO OTE 

















Inean these fite of temper, you know; would have 


























































































































































































































they wouldn't: just come out of the blue air, you know. 










































































‘thing might have displeased him fer no reason whatsoever. 

































































Se. Lequegs hecdid not like my husband too much, which 













































































üld never “= I have no reason for: that... Re was a. great. 





































































































‘or carrying grudgess: I wean abnormally carried grudges, 

























































































































































































ch after this happened many times; you know, made me... 





























































































































eve that there was psychiatrically something wrong with 




















































































































And heckneocked. ma down and hurt me so many times that 
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33 years ago, I knew he was always intimidating and domineer+. 








GUS N 







































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































after. a while. Ier: I mean, I Loved. him. Hels my father, 












Ang the only reason why. i took. a let of this.insults was 
because I. finally began to realize that there mist be somethilag 
‘| wxong in his make-up, psychiatrically wrong, which made it 


| easier. for neto forgive nim, because I. decided not to take 


(it personal... so 





it wasn't. only. directed abt me; because I could see 


it was directed at so many people around him, not just toward 





Because that was bis general behavior toward other 
people as well.. That's the way he treated people. 









- Bid be physically assault. you at any times?.< >< 





sA 2h HOw 


WR, SeCLASAEY: Are you asking when she said, “knock. 


| down," whether. she means. literally or figuratively? 





JHE BITNESS:. Downgrade, knock your spirits . = 





































































































| BY MR. BRONSON: voc 





































































































































































































































































































pi Ahat type of insulte would he. use? 


































































































































































































































































































cae d don't Know... L.would have to. think of specific 




































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































So was, you were. put on the defensive immediately, and any 


































































































































































































ification 















































n: just.wasn’t. valid. because ef his. being soo 































































































ional. and. unreasonable... 


































































































ie would even, during my marriage stir up malicious. 















































































































































ments. about my husband, And: I. was. «=. I. made. it very 












































































































































































































































to. him, as longas: I. was married te my. husband, that i 




































































































































































ü. be. doyal. to my. nusband, and it was just really malicious 































































































































































is that was unfounded... 
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SIRENU RUR 

















































































































































































































credit for anything hevdidy He gave Bin-ne eredit fer his 















































capabilities; for nis taste; He happens to be in women's ony 





















































. Rever gave him any credit. And during my marriage a lot of 












































































































































































































































Toknew; on the other band; even though he didn't express it 



































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Gaun. What type of statements were they? > 





OOA OR, E don't know, He just never gave my chusband > |. 


wear anda very successful: buyer, and he gave him -- he 


my unpleasant: telephone conversations seemed to canter about 


the criticism of my husband and eriticiem of me apparently 


for putting up with dtee coo 





Saying that he was two different people is that- 


toome; that I know from-other people he spoke very highly of 
TA not Glrectly to meio I know paople have told ee. that. 
he was proud of me and my children. But he sade the children 
ache abienated his:own qrandchildren for being the kind of 
person he was, very; very domineering, not tolerant, 
completely unreasonable and selfish, and he had illusions 

of grandeut., He told me and, I- think, my childran that he... 


had planned to create a»Karl Freund foundation to perpetuate 





kis nanei 


AS Igay; othe reason I, even though he was moat 





‘whicind ang irrational: toward me;oT-respected him greatly for- 
what he had accomplished and the fact that he was sy father 
and really the only family that I had. My husband went along 
with me because he probably insulted my husband more than he 
insulted ne during our marriage. But my husband is of the: 
eld school, Europeans, that you show respect for people that 


are older than you are and ~~ which was one reason we did not 
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break up. We did not break up our relation or break with — 
him. And we tried -~ we tried everything to please him, but 


you just could not == you could not please him, ~- 





Now, ata Karl ever, in any statements, express any 
| Specifics, any specific reasons for his dislike of your 
husband? = 








‘Specifie reasons? 





@ Yaa. 





A O Well, ag I mentioned before) Ident’ think dt wag -|= 
my husband was not the only object of Ais hostility. There 
were so many people to whom he acted tha sans way. And 
that'e what finally convinced: me that there is something 9° ~ 
wrong in his -oharacter make-up, that it mist Be +=- that he 


must be ill, mentally ilk; to act that way. It was net 





























specifically my =e my husband was me of the paaple. “But I 





















































know that that wae the treatment generally of a let of 


































































































people that he came inte contact withy>* 












































































































































































































































voces My husband, he made accusations against my heaband, 


































































































































































































labeling him as°a homosexual, which is one of the things 

































































































































































































































































and the second ‘thing is that he did not give him credit for 







































































































































































































































































his business ability, . 
















































































































































































































































































































































“WO came together, say, the last five years, there vas some 















































































































































‘orm of verbal conflict? © 











































































Sell, my husband would not =- 



















































































MR. MOULASKEY: Just a second). 

















The last five years of 























































































































Hat? ie). 















































































































































































































CPHE WIGNESS: Nell; we were separated $ 0 
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55 
































cli i i. MCOLASKET: .. i don't know what the reference is. iet 





his explain. I vant Hr. Bronson's explanation... 








seo AR. BRONSON: Last. five. years of Karl's life... 


> SEHE WITHKHESS: There wag no --. there was. no. contact. with 






































My Husband because.I'm divorced. since. 163. I mean I'm 















































separated since. '63,. 














MR. BRONSON: 
























































T: Mithin:the:five:years:prioroto. the separation... 









































oR Well, we did not live in- the same. city, se the 


























contact was limited. c And I=- one of the last.unpleasant _. 



























































outbursts of my father with. -= that I can't. ramember == must 



















































































have been before we separated, possibly.in ‘G2. ~~ I'm guessiny 



























































~~ were he became so intolerable in his attack that Ne. 


practically drove my husband to drink. 























Qo «Now, what. was the nature ~~ talking about. specifics 














Mabe nature of the attack? 

































































A. ition’ t know what the problems in. our domestic _ 













































































relations at that. particular point were, but I know at that 

























































































time my father was trying to. ees i guess he was thinking of. 






























































































































































meand trying to protect me and attack nim. Gut ag I say, 





































































































































































































he had done it before, and I. really. don't know what the 














































































































“particular argument or. accusation Åge nor.. 













































































































































































oo, He could just at random pick fault. ~- find fault 












































































































































with == with what you ordered on -the menu, or the seating... 




































































axrangesent, or anything else because I remember ~~ maybe it 




























































































was the Last time he wags in Chicago, except when I was in 


















































































































































‘the hospital, ne visited me. But. I remember that we -~ 












































































































































patter T was separated, we took bim to the airport, my 
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children and Tvand a good friend of mine, and thie good”. 
friend of wine entertained him the whole afternoon betaugs 1 


was working. And she told.ma, she says, when T got there, 





she Says, “Oh, you better watch Outset’ phe said: He - almost 
‘finished a whole bottle of whisky I bought for him, 
And he took us alloouty, 9° Weoteok him te the 
airport, and for no reason at all I was sitting between my 
two boys. Ami he- made. some kind of Lese =+ Yo mean he gaw 
the worst inoyou and picked a motive that would be vary 
unconplimentary. to you; because he saw the worst in you. And 
for sone reason he made some issue why I was sitting between 
the two boys; why didn*t:I sit over there; And then Doresis 
“HRY MOCCLASKEY: When you say, “over there," what do you 
mean? 
THE WITNESS Well, why didn't T sit next to Lesie- 
instead of sitting between the two of them: 
And he-eaid:. Wall, do youhave to pick out their 
manu, or let them pick ‘their own? 


iomean, he didn't talk to me às Lf or was a mature 





woman, I mean he talked down te you all the time. 
And after that; when ‘he was (86 ceri tidal “atidut this, 
Todidnft say a word tha rest of the dinner, And then he 
said, ¿"Oh (how core you're not saying anything?” Ue eaid, 
“The next time I won't evan come to see you, I- jast sees- the 
boys. ” 
Ixemember that vary distinetly. As a matter of 
fact, my son had more wisdom-or diplomacy than I had becane 


before that, Ne says, "Mother; don't say anything.” 
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& $ 





what 
THE WITNS 


BR. Mocha, 








Because no matter what you said, li was the wrong 


And. I have heard this. from --. confirmed from other 


Now, you say, “ambivalent.” You have expressed a 
fair amount of expressions of irritability and hostility. 
in any.manner did he ever ekprenas his affection. towards you 
or the children?..._ 
Be Yes, definitely... that's why I say he was ambivalent 
And I said he wag like a Dr.e Jekyli and Nr, Hyde... 
be- very nice at moments, yes; which is one reason why I == 
why I continued. to bresk up a7 not to es you RIOS p RO 80u 
him and not break up and. sot get mad at. bim because. T realized 
that he was. ambivalent, and I also realized that bechad oc- 
certain neurotic disorders... 
in your opinion; waa he as ambivalent towards the . 
/childven, his grandchildren, your children? o 
Yee, because he was. very critical with them. Thay, 


afraid of- him. He intimidated them, . 


AS some examples of that?..... 


SS: The children? .. 





oe ate 
BRE 


Do you want to ask for some examples of 


. Hig ambivalence toward the children. 

















57 


He could: >|. 
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teh 
po 














































IHE WETNESS: Well, I don't know. I just -~ I can't 
go inte details because, I mean, I wasn" t there half the 


aber mi 





time, maybe, when he, was. with the children. Bat a Tomo 


L.just.-- when my daughter was maybe a2 years old, he and 





| my stepmother invited her to go to Palm Si rin ags and she spent] 











some time with. therm.. Aa 1 anean that yhe wad s0 uahapsy| 
Bere she is, 12 years old, and. she wrote me a letter saying 


| she wanted to run away... 





I mean, this is a hard time. How hard it was for 




















zei that he couldn’t ~~ I don't know -~ not get ware or 











| understand. bilaren, but. he was Jast as, eritical and domineer 
dag and unreasonavle with the children. I remember distinctly 
her at the age of 12, She wanted to run away from Pain sporini 
because she couldn't stand it. M 

My son was out here when ne wag 16. f wasn’t here, 


2 


Sut he was idavited. Be came out when he was is. . He is now 

















20. X believe at that time my stepmother was in i a sanitar Lar) 























And Rodney came out here, and F. Gon tt, know exactly what 



































otranspired, but I can just. picture it, He made the boy very 
































inconfortable. And I had some friends who came ~~ who T 
















































































think were. also invited to this dinner, and, they eguld Rot 




























































































stand, the txreatwent.. that he gave. this boy p ane they took my 




































































b 


pon. for two weeks, the rest of hi s vacation, had him stay 




























































































































































































0 pat their houses. 






















































































BY HE. BRONSON: 

























































































iQ ‘Who are these people, their names? 



























































































































































LA Friends of mine here in Log Angeles. 















































































































































































































































oat Paely nanes?.. 
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“Ro Mand Mre, Fred Moll; M-o-1-1. “They were my 


witnesses when I got married. They -~ T mean, I don't Know 


the details. but they just couldn't stand to a 





“haw the 

boy was treated: And my children are very easygoing. They 
don't blow up and they don't use bad language and they don't 
talk back.” 






And 86 they realized what wa 





actually =~ for the rest of this vacation, my boy did not 
| täy at my father's house. 

) - Do you Know what type of abusive Language lie was 
using? 


MR. MoGCLASKEY:° I mean, at what time toward whom? 


ae 


MR. BRONSON: During the initial stay that your son cane 
for in Los Angeles: | 
“uM PHB WIBKESS & ORF I don't even know exactly what the 
incident vas., I-am just saying what the generat atmosphere 
wuse jaye been, I mean I know he would call ny husband 
gon of a bitech; and I heard him use bad language toward my 
etepmother. “Lut i couldn’t exsctly repeat just like I couldn't 
remember the conversation that took place. ` 


BY MRL BRONSON SSO 


G Do you know if -> this is either through hearsay 


x through your own anOvLedge =- do you know if Karl ever 





wrought up the point about the responsi ility f 


a 


he death 
‘hig wife to Gertrude?” 


Whether he brought up the death of my sother? 
Yao. 


That is, do you know if he ever accticad Gertrude 
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ra 


for being responsible, partly responsible, for her dath? 
eeebe oo Wahl, E lived in Chieages I only know what he ~ 
| said to ma on the telephone. And he says, I hatbeoyou and 
| Truda for not getting your mother out, 
oo Boche most likely -- he hurled tremendous 
| accusations against «me, and Iam almost sure he wust nave | 
| done the same thing to his wife, to shift the guilt from 
himself. 


MR. MOCLASEEY Just acsecond sor Can we ge eff the. 





| Pacord agajn? ios 
| “(Discussion off the record.) 
BY MR « BRONSON goss: 

& How, from the time of your departure from Los 
Angeles in 1952 and to the time of your separation from your 
husband, was there any support being rendered during that 
time by Karl?. 

A Hoy WOMB, oO 

o Ge What was the reason for your departure from Los 
Angeles? Why did you and your husband leave? 
A For reason cof an-exietence of a better job. 


@ T mean, it was an ecoriomic-reason? o. 








CE Now, you also allege in your Will contest that 
Karl Freund showed traits of paranoia. What do you mean by 
that? o 

A Well, df you show that mush hostility, you know, 
toward people axound you, for which there is no reason ~~ as 


Z say, I armojust a layman. -Iewannot, you know, professionally 
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explain this, Bat as I’say, Lf you are ao hostile and 



































aggressive and hurt péople, that, to we, means you are - 


paranoid. “when you have no, you know -~ when there is no 





reason for you to feel persecuted, so to speak, you Know. 


Oa the contrary; 























zy pid he ever indicate to you that any people disliket 






































nia? 
































A, Ho, he would not admit that to me, no. >70 
a ts 


husband and prior to Karl Freund's death, did you receive anyo- 












































“Row, subsequent to your separation from your 










































































support from your father? 




















A Subsequent tomy divorgsz `- 





















































Bi 





Yagi: 


Ana waa this in the form of rant payments? <9 














@ 
& Yes, and some medical. 
G 





What was he paying, your apartment, rent for your ™ 





























apartment? ~~. 







































































DRO EE ge ce 







































































G& When did that commence? 























































































































A I don't know the exact date, I mean, I-did not 




















































































































keep a record. 

















































































































® Old this gent continue through the time of his 





















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Q  Whatabout-~ dt's ita fact that he was paying 




























































































some of your medical pikia = 


























































































































































































































UAU Yesi Net alt of them, n U 
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& Now, during this time, fron the time of your 
Separation to the time of his death, did. you receive any 
psychiatric, care? 





And where was this care received? 





Both in Chicago and tos Angeles: 






What was the reason for tne psychiatric care? 





B Well, there.were -~ they were direct results of my 
divorce, very direct. results of my divorce and I think they 
were compounded by the feeling of rejection and lack of love, 
both, from my husband and my father, No other reasons. 

G Was your husband the one that inetituted the 
divorce proceedings? 

A Well, technically, yes. L am the one that suggested 
the separation.. But after about: we separated in August; 
‘63, and I don't know exactly when I was presented with a 
divorce papers, but it must have been in 166. o Hant he asked 
for a divorce, but he was not. granted a divorce because he 
had no grounds. It ended up that- Iwon the divorce on 


desertion. oo ces 


a When did you coms to- Los Angeles for medical care? 





A Yes. She died in January, and I- canz- in the summer 
. &. And were you staying at his house in Benedict Canyon 
ee Boop Until I went to the hospital and partially ~- I 


|wisited him while I was at the hospital. 
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& What hospital were vou in? 























“go oou know; Iodon't know othe name of it. Itison 








Culver Boulevard -= all I know iscit’'a on- Culver Boulevard, 
| whether thatta Culver City or West Los Angeles, and I don't 


know the name of it.“ 

















Wow, after you were discharged from the hospital, 































Yasha it was en Van Ness. I don't know. 


a After you ware discharged from the hospital, did 






















you atara tö Live with himeon Benedict Canyon, this house on 















































Benediet? = 

OR | We CI left straight for == to get home to my 

| familys 

that was the nature of your relationship during 
_ your stay in bis house? Was it as volatile as your relation- 


¢ghip had been before on other visits and convexsations? 
























































B Well, it wasn't the same type ofa situation, being 























¢hat p was in a terrible state of depression, and he. was 




































































| gee lly not the vight persion “oy ome to be around. oou 


















































Why do you say that? 



























































cA CUO well, because I needed somebody == T needed ecko- 



















































































































































































| peeded support and love and understanding. 








































































































ae “Bad what were you getting? What type of response, 







































































































































Jenal response, were you getting from Karl Freund? 







































































































































































“po criticism mostly. I can't be specific, but he 




































































































































































used to call me at the hospital, and those calle upset me 



































































































































































































































more than they did me good. 
































































































































“th “Why? 
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Ga 


A Well, because he could: not put himself inte: the 





position that I was in, and. he would proceed with the same 


line of behavior as he had if I hadn't been sick. ic 





What was this- lins of behavior? : 








A Weil, if he. would ask me, “How are you," and I 
didn't sound like I was in seventh heaven -- if I had been 


nappy, I wouldn't have been in- the hospital. But he didn’t 











iike te hear- anything negative... 











Gc. ‘Dic you have any verbal arguients with him while 


























you were staying in. the house? 




















ooo Wall, as argument, that's two people engage in? 
































Because I am not an argumentative person, and maybe it takes. 


















































two people to have an argument.  ButoWmw- oo. 


Qoo Well, during. the atay in the house, did he use 











abusive -= was he ‘abusive verbally to you, insulting; 








Gosineering, authoritarian? 























A Well, ne was thateali the time, especially if he 






























































Was Grinking, and he was most == even more unreasonable 
















































































considering that I was not feeling well. But he had no emi 



































































































































as I gay, which only goss to show. that. something would. have 






















































































































































































had to be wrong with him to act >=- to act out that way toward | 


































































































































































































| 
Biers Sibari GEAR ebp Hee Uppa A i EO ETEN is THER ORR eu irun SAGER ee th bc, ta, | 






























































































































































oQeocs Has he incyour presence at this stay, at the. oo. g 





























































































































Benedict Canyon house, consuming alccholic beverages in your. 





































































































presence? o> 




























































































iA He always was; oyes, 














































































































Qos He always was, 












































































































































. & Yes eith AY 
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oes Can. you give me any statement.as to. quantity he... 







would consume in any average peried?. 
of oo Belleve me, Iedidn't --. since I don't join aims to 
| drink-and don't drink nysalf,; I pure €idn't keep track ef it.| 


Q iow, when he was drinking, did you notice this 


| Jekyll-Ryde typeof change?... 





o B Well; you, know; it tenit unfair. for you to ask- 




















Re of this particular tise because =o... 


» BRS oMeCLASKEYs::<¥You mean it is unfair, 





THE WITNESS: it is unfair- tecask ma to comment. on thig 
particular visit. co. 
Re MOCLASEEY: Why ia that? 

SRE WITNESS: Because L.don't know how I myself even 
felt, so hoe: should I know bow he folt? I can't even 
Yemember what my feelings were. Ae I says I wasn't well 
myself. 

& How, did you attend: the funeral of certrade?.. 
Aco: Yea, That's something rt have. to tell you about 
thate: I es myo father did ask my daughter and: I- ta come. out 
here, and sometimes I wondared.why he did.  Secause the... 
people and nex friends who came. tothe funeral did net even 
know that we were there, because he put-us on the side. behind 
the curtains, <I did.act-realige that we sould. look out but 
they could not look-in. And I found. out afterwards that half 
the people or all the people did. not even know we were there. 


And. he had. told us before we went.in,.*f.don't want. any... 


You have never bean te a funeral where you wouldn't 
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at least shake. hands with the people where they would extend 








thelr sympathy to you. Bur he put. us in this little room, 


and we went. in and right, after, wa left. de would not let 





us, a8 he put it, “no sacializine.”* 


x 





fod: I found. out later that most of her friends 


aid not even know, that ye were. there, which certainly. must 


have some deeper explanation as to his make-up or condition. 


y 


Ord NOW did. you stay: in Los. Augeles.for any.period of 

















tine. after. the funeral? 




















Ae NOs. Mumber.one,.my daughter had to get back to 


school. Fhad a job, And thirdly, he wade the stay very 














unpleasant... 








oo B®. did you, leave. tre next. day? 
Dae pent. daysccieoc 


oi Did. aA@.make the funeral unpleasant.in eny other. 


iot. the funeral: itselfs o- Ir was very brief and -= 



































after the funeral we went to the Landmark Kotel where he 






































ad. An, Apartment. Mr. Branch, his manager). care over there, 





















































iI gat. dop at the table and he started drinking, And 



















































































by the tine. my daughter and I. joined him, he must have bad 

































































quite a nuaver of drinks,. because. he was most. wipleasant. 



































































































































Wa went down to his rooms. And as I say, he must 













































































have had a number of drinks. before that, because he was at., 



































































































































his: worst in, cutting me. down;..and here he was == which is a 










































































































































































Sign of complete abnormality, Kere ae was telling my. daughte. 

































































































































































trying. to tell my daughter bad things about me, her mother, 


























































































































directing this all to my. daughter. oI mean, what. father: 
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Well, this is more. important. We have to Know, 


A Yes. Weli, it's something. that isn't the first... 











2. that he would say, because he was very repetitious in. |. 














his brining up things from the past that were «= he would 








go.back over: Jü years... 


MR. MCCLASKEY: . what did. he gay? oo. 











LAE THE SILSESS:. Well, what did he say? This is. 1367, 


and we are going back. to 1937, and what he is saylag -- oo. 








67 

would go and tell ee. wy Vb 

pole ahi ORR »; LA LAGRE E -SE Vhat. @id A be Bay EGER Ea uty ee “Sass n m 5 B Pua Pube s 

uo oo fH WITNESS: It's something Twant.to forgebesi oios | a 

maybe even before that..-~ number.one, he.said, "Oh, you. 

didn't introduce your husband to me when I was in Berlins 

You introduced your other boyfriend te me, Why didn't you 

introduce your husband?” ...... 

To roan he wasn't my husband then, you know, 
1 
£ 
f 


oaAnd ne said, “Well, you: teld me- that you oniy. 













































































introduced..me to this other parson”. ==- let's cali hin Kurt -= 



























































"because you sald you wanted. to impress me, ™. 


















































Weil, you have to know ne that I'm nat a person... 






























































ant .io impress anybody materially or otherwise, And -~ 































































































Wat the reason I probably introduced the other person, 








































































































probably what. I told him toos is thas I had known this other 

















































































person. longs 


























and had only known my husband a very short... 





































































































time. And, of course, at that time I did not know I was 






















































































































































































going te marry him and that he was.going te be my. husband.. 





























































































































































































































ifta 








segue. out of. this year ==- I guess 





















































But. ne Bas pade an.. 
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dvdity tike ‘ne'got<drank: | why didn't you introduce, you know, 
my husband to you? Kot that it would have made any difference. 
He would not have helped him even Lf I had introduced nim... 
because most likely, he wouldn't have: liked him. And that). 


Was one thing he brought up out of the past. 





Be brought up agsia che fact: thet I didn't get my 


mother out of Germany, trying<to put himself. on the best Llighk. 





te my daughter) He would go: +eco Tothink:--.2 mean I.can't 
Y g g 


busar to lė that that is what happened that particular 





afternoon because he's bean very repetitious in. these. things i 


that he would bring up that qo back 30 and 40. years. 





Be might have told my daughter about bis escapades 
and his -~ talking about my mother and mentioning what a |. 
dadies' man he was and going inte detail about the adultery 
he committed at that time. 


“os HRY. MOCLASKEY t At what tine? 





THE WIPNESS: When he was married. to my mother. 


get 
E3 


S28. was all brought up that afternoon after the 





funeral but also at other times before, very repetitious. 
MR, HECLASKEY: What other things did he discuss? 


SHE AIENESS: Me. - That. I would run around with crooked | 








heels, that’ 


wes 





BROWSOW 





“You mean spiked, crooked heels? 


‘THE WITNESS: Crooked heals, <—Iomean, this just shows 


UANO MRO MOCLASREY O (Go ahead. Just indicate what he said. 


‘HE WITNESS: That T would go with crooked heels, that — 
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I lost my teeth because Iwas too stingy to eat right or buy 


aod. 








The truth of the matter is, I didn't have the gong 
Also tried to save money for my mother. I. probably did: save 








because I had pyorrhea EENEN Germany. 


HR, KCCLASRKE EY: v- What operiod of: time does he have. 
. referenca tooss 
THE WITHESS: o Between. ~ r'a gay around. '39,-yaahyo. 
vion L.started working at the Severly. Wilshire Hotel. 
BY HRe BRONSON- 
Ak cuia iwas- saying ali these things in the presence of 
your daughter? 


4 


oho Be Was directing all these derogative things to my 
daughter, which shows really a siek mind. 
iB iow Old was your: daughter then?.- 








She was: than 242 
ho Yea. | 


| Whe else waa present? 








Bobody...0h, God. oD mean, what else? He must. . 
have sald things derogative about my husband. After all - 


AR. MCCLASKEY:...dusta-seoonds i 





$ 


YHE WITERSS: == which is her father .- 











JMR MOCLASKREY: Just. indicate wiak you remember at this 
ee 


e TRE NISNESS: I honestly cannot remember everything. 
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73 
fais lasted- maybe for, I don't know, an hour till I finally 
~~ he might have mentioned btt dén't Ehon -i about aie © 
gixlfriands 9000 


MR. MECLASKEY: Now, Just a second. The only question 





ig not what he might have but what vou remember now or What 
you don't remember now, You only have to testify as to what 
you remember, not what vou don't remember. © 


telling 





“SRE WITNESS! Yea. Bat I°don't know if F 
“the truth because he might have said that six months before, 
HR, MOCLASKEY: ALL- you Nave to indicate is what you 
renewber ag to this conversation and what you don't remenberx , 
OTHE WITNESS: But I said Ke was do repetitious in these 
things that I don't know exactly at what time he might have 


said these things. Sut some oF them; I know he said that 


afternoon, Sut he say have said more.) 
BY ARS BRONSON: 

Go" Well, what are the things ~- just recapitulate the 
things you know he said that afternoon in the presence of 
your daughter, About Surt? 

A Well, yes. And he must havea ~< vary Likely le` 


mentioned, wade reference to her father's homosexuality. 





he went into great detail About his egca 





while he was married to my mother, which is completely © 
tasteless and a normal person wouldn't do that. 

He also =~ as I say, I want to be truthful and I 
don't know if I-can, because there are things that he right 
have said that afternoon, but he wight have said then ‘at 
another time °° 

r ] 
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| a point that: I finally walked guba ouc" 





Tk 


Li MR. OM@CLASREY: How, Mra. Martel, the question ~~ 









"HE WITNESS 2.002 don! t-remenber what he said. I didn’t 
keep a tape recorder such oy 
MR. MGCLAGKEY coo Braio Marbio ooo 


: PHS NITNESG: ALL IT know is that he upset me to such... 


He talked greatly, I am sure; about himself because 
ne did have a feeling of grandeur,..He might have told us, 


About ove oo 





cicMRe MeCLASKEY: - Now, Just a second. So one has asked 
you what he.might hava told you. If .you.want to balk about 
other incidents, you can talk about other incidents. No one 
has asked you to conjecture. - 

YHE WITNESS: I-don't. know whether he might. have, said 
these others things. ALi. I know, he bag said these. things. 
yepetitiously. Bub whether.ne said that thing. that. particula 
afternoon =< 
MR, MOCLASKEY: What thing? | 
SHE WITNESS: Well, he might have told us ~~ 
MR. MeCLASEEY: . Just.a second, I am not asking what 


he. might have donei. 





| WETNESS: «E> know neon ee 








‘put mostly it was about me and very PERENE TAA 
‘Oh, asa matter of fact, yet. When he brought. 
outo tire fact that, webby. 2), got. may husband out but I aid not 
‘getomy mother out, he. definitely. talked about that. And 1 


was trying- ta set- him straight. o Bad he says “Oh, do you 
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‘wall me a Liar? sc. 
And there was nothing anyone could say, I mean, 
to convince him, to justify myself. 


He also would bring up the fact, “Well, how come 






you left =- well, yeah, they Left Chicago for a == they left 


a 










Hollywood: for Chicago fora lousy $$62* ~ 





And I have been trying over the years to straighten 
him out on that and trying to rémind him that we had asked 
nim for $5,000 for -~ so that my husband eould go into | 
business Hera. And he very bluntly said, “Well, I don't 
remember you aver asking me)“ which was one of the things 
that I know was brought out, 

MR. -MGCLASKEY: What was the truth of that matter? 

THR WITNESS: The truth of the matter was that he -2° 
that he-never did help my husband and that’s why we moved, 

MR. MOCLASEBY: Ag bo whether there Was any request for 


$5,000 or any other sump oo 0 





oo PRE WITNESS: There wags ~ 


MRG NOCLRASKEY z “By ‘whem ts “whom? if it Ba 





THE WITNESS: By my “husband and myself to nim, 


My. and Mrs. Freund, And my husband and I want to look at a 








business in Santa Ana, and nothing came of tha oe ogh an te 
came right down to lt, we did wet get the help, and that is 
why wa left California. 
i But he denies aver even having been asked. He put 
himself up as very righteous, and he would say; "I ean Look 
in the mirror every day.” And, to himself, he nad justified 


his conscience, and ~- but he must have bean ridden with ` 
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73 
certain guilt feelinge er he ~- 
MR. MGCLAGREY: dust a second., is that the statement 
he made about loosing is the.mi iryror? -o What is the statement 
THE WITNESS: We said, TI cam lookin the” -~ he says, 


"I gañ get up in the morning as long as I can. leok.myself in 






the mirror, you know. I:kaow I’ve.“ Liye done right," or 


something Like that. 








And be. treated: his, you knew eog. 


“NR oe MOCLASKEY: Supt a second. now, The subject matter 





you ara talking about. is this.afternoon, — 

THE WILERESSio This. afternoon... 06 

“MR. MOCLASKEYs And you say for, a period of one hour or 
iore he gaid certain things 


GH WITNESS: And..you expact me to remember tals whole 





MR BGCLASKEY pio Nea. Martel ,.movedy ei xpects you 
‘necessarily to remember anything... Weare lawyers... We can't 
‘gemenber prolably exactly vhat we worked on in any. apecific 


day last week. ALL what:fir, Sronsom Wanta. vm. 





“THE WITNESS: oYou:make a point of remembering, but. 


a trying to forget that: afternoon, 








OHR; MeCLASKEY: dave. you now. described everything, that 
you xenember as to that afterneon in that conversation, at 


least that you rémember. at this time? oo.: 








oS8E HIPHESS:. Those are the main things, of cutting me 
down and making me Look. about as bad as he could in front . 


ek my daughter. = 





RB, MoChASKEY s irovo gouged 
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74 
though, that you remember? 


SHE WETNESS: Yes. 


Then wiat happened?» 








fess Welk; I- just couldn’ tp you know ~e 


felt so bað I just couldn't take it any more, and I was 





just waiting, and he kept getting more drinks, 





Ss a matter of fact,.we were supposed to eat. 


eee 
i 





3) 


a little efficiency. apartment, you know, and I guess he 


iY 
os 

fabs 
ea 
hy 


ntended to fix something to eat for ua, But by that 


-imé, he had so many drinks that he wasn't hungry. And Doo 
took the first opportunity that I -could to say, "Diane, pleas. 
let's go out and have something to eat,” just to get out 

from his clutches and his hurting me, and we left, 


And. I guess be expeeted. us after dinner to come 


a nice young girl, young woman, was living next to him ana- 


à 


that. she wag looking.in.on him and that she was coming over. 





o So we went out to eat. And afterwards, naturally, 
X =e it's Like you. don't look ~- you're not a glutton for 
punishment. I did not want to go back to. his. apartment and 
have more screaming and insult... And we want to our room. 
Ana it wag about. 9:30. And I wento to bed and the phone 
rang. : And P could. hear oeecŅ am. in the bedroom. My daughter, 
she said, SI will answer ite" c And my daughter. answered the 
phone in the diving room; end I could bear him soream in the 
ther room ovar the phone, “How coma you didn't come back,“ 


JOR know. 
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back to his apartment, We had =- owe stayed in the same note | 


but upstairs. .And while we were gone, he was telling us what | 
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os And my daughter said; "Well, we didn’t vänt to 
























































disturb you. We thought you were in bed,” 


a 























Ana the Rext morning, things were peagefal, and 











we parted, you know, affectionately the next day, 



































BY. RR. BRONSON I. 

















am 


What was your daughter's raaétion to these stato- 


















































mantat- Tat is, did she become upset, nervous? ` 

















Doso Moy because es 


& ANGE Y? vecon 














CUA Oo Ho, because ahe knows him; she knows the truth and 























she knows me; Soss: sheowhe upset for me Dur not for herself 











































because she knows; you know, that nè Nad done this to me 


belore- and ahe knows what tha facts are, 


@ Whatever happened to this Other person, was it 


Kurt; in Germany in 1937, the friend you had introduced hin 





te? de you Know what ever happened’ to Aim? ~ 


A Oh, yess He's been te thie country several tines. 









































Re Wag a mutual friend of my ex-husband and T. ie was just 















































here very recently, as a matter of faet. “He got married | 























Ho o But he was in Germany during the war? 


























































































































No, nO. He got out before my husband did, He 
















































































went to London. He had-a business 

















































































































oo Do you Know now he got out? > 




























































































Ae He got out because he had money and a business in 








































































































London and a brother in Prance. He was very fortunate. 
























































































































































oo Gs. And- Karb had nothing to de with his egcane? 

























































































A Ob + Pete) Pa FH Pi AO, nay 



































































































































































































































&  -Bid Narl-at any time ever accuse you of having been 
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in a conspiracy with Gertrude to keep his first wife from 
getting out of Germany? 


ae E don't, anderstanda 





_ BRONSON: WLLL yoa, read the quaztion wack? If you 








don't understand, I'll either withdraw it or rephrase 
a. 


How ould a be. An conspirac od > with nis. 





(Question read, by _ the report 














Ro. £ mean | 


BY MR. BRONSON 





Go Bid he ever say to you that he nad rere to sign 





wo 


an affidavit for another persim that you would chose as lon 
as ic wasn't -your nother? 

A. He never signed an affidavit, not even for my 
boyfriend, no, when Se knew how close he was to me. 

èo Now, after the funeral, you returned to Chicago? 
mAn Let. me mention right here that even if it badn't 
been, my boyfriend, as a hugan being whe had tae financial 
means, you would help any young person, whether it be Jewish | 


| ox ee renee of whe ner it vas Wy boyfric and. 





“funeral, when wae the next . tune chat 3 you saw Karl? 
A Let's see. fais was January, ‘67. Well, I was in 
the hospital, again ‘63 = wait a minute. his ia '&7, 
January, right. January in +67. 


i think 1 was in, the hospital here in the summar 








of '67, and he came ~~ he came to Chicago previously to talk 
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oo 
to my doctor. That was the sate year of the funeral, '67. 
He came to Chicago.” 

& Now, what was the purpose of his trip? Just to. 


visit you and the children? 









{cannot say for sure whether Lt was à business 


jut he always combined it, whether it was specifically 





@ me or whether he had business because he had =~ hes 
always had business in Europe or even Chicago or New York but 
a then he saw you, and were you at home or in the 

hospital? 
OBS" Re, mo. I was working. T was at home, 
a And did any wore of these verbal encounters come 
up of the nature as at the hotel? 
feo As a matter of fact, this nast have been the year ~t 
I am trying to think, because he died = now, wait a minute. 


i was in the hospital ia "6g, and he diea the following 


spring. 


T thisk that might have heen one of the visits where 
he spent half an afternoon at wy girlfriend's house, and he 


v 


@ame there, and Ioknow be went to see my 





doctor, and: tne- = 





doctor suggested that I go with him to California. 


@. ‘And then Uid you yo to California? 





gpg fe Se AER 








‘67. 
Q Now answar my question. Were there any of thase 


e 


verbal encounters ön this trip to chicago; any of this type 
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of accusations that you alleged occurred, or you stated 





























occurred at the hotel in Los Angeles after the funeral? 













vBeoooe Dim trying. to think whether: I went alone or not. 





Doamnet sure g can't remember if we went together or ~ 
he went ahead and I cans batero Iam =< y am almost sure I 


made. the trip slone, because you said was there any 











conversation during the trip. °-r-den't think that I went with 











‘Now then; you were in the hospital in Los Angele@ =b 
A Yea, o 


on! ~~ after your stay with aim? And then you returaad 





to Chicage? 
CBee See. See 
$ About what was the period in which you ‘Were in 
Los Angeles? 
A It was approximately six weeks. — 


guciec | After you yot out oF the hospital, eid you: 














ismadiately. yo back to. Chicago? ~ 


aF 








pgo | New; was dne of the reasons you went immediately 


back to Chicago the emotional problems you were having vis-a~ | 























vis your. father? 


A, Well); ZT had emotional problems, but you say, why 








didn't. I- stay- longer or gomething? ‘Well, I had a job, and I 























had:to get back to my job as sean as I felt that I could — 


























handle- Les on 





















































Q Did you have any discissions with your father about 

























































































his arranging to see that you came to California permanently 
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| Way back from Europe. He went to the 





or aiding you te come to California permanently? 
Aa Ch, He might have | sade Bug estions, aad he could 
not understand -~ all along over the years, I think sincs my 


divorce, he. s suggested | that. ps should come to California. And 





he could not understand why, what my reason was for not 


| coming. 








I nad custody « of sy / children, and 


I. did, sot want. to, deprive my husband of the visit ting rights: 


‘| of my children... And my father just. couldn't understand that. 








o Bo o SUE you. would, hava cone, to ‘California Bx se pt for 
that? : Roe 5 PENSEE aeS S pe | 
A I probably would. Sut I did not want to take the 
children that far away From their father . 
—& How, did you. sec your father Again aft er you left 
Los Angeles, following your poses tokisatiost. | 
Boone Haake ak but I cannot give you, the datas 
causo I did not xeep a recòrd.. i “y ather traveled a 
pee ee Nar to Los Angeles, but he ce finitely 
came to Chicago. I don't remembex comi iny to Log Angeles 
because I. know I went wight back to. work. And I may have 


to ORe 





wanted to come here, but I couldn't bega s8 i 





2 had no vacation. And ~- but I =- i'm sure X saw nin. 





He went to uropa, and i used to zen ad 








erlin Festival, 1 








don't exactly Know.. i think that was in 87 that } ie + went 
te. the Berlin, Ta aetival. And I'm sure he cans over area 
GO Do you remember the tins you saw hin last before 


his Gdeath?...... 
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eye ea 
Was that in the hospital? 
In "68, I was in the hospital. °° 
Then when wes the last time prior to that that 
you saw RIR? 

a Well, that's the time when I said he must nave come 
Shrough Chicago in ‘67, bat I doen't knoow when, Probahly in 
the fall, I-don't knows Ididn't keep record of his visits 

ex my visiti But he traveled a lot, and it was more likely 
thathe was in Chicago than my having been in California, 
Mid these verbal accusations occur? 
Every times Ae I say, he was & man of =- 
Now, you say you saw him tha last time before he 
died; right; in the Hospital? °° 

ao Fes. As a matter of fact, I am very glad that I 
Game when Idame dnd saw him before he isdi If it hag been 
up to his. secretary, I would not have been out here because 
I-think she tried to keep me away, and she was making Light 
of his condition in the Hospital: and aei s 

c Talking about Karen DeLott? ~~ ~ 
Yes. And it wasn't that I wanted to come and that 
all my friends said; “vou should co," but T made at least 
Long distance calls right from the office I was working, wher 
she was not @neourayging me at all to come. Anë as it turned 
put, I was very, very-qrateful that I came or I woulén'* ~ 
nave seen bin any more oo 


> Acct Because Iofinally called the doctor, and he said,” 
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“Yau: better: come, 7. 





i What day gid you geb BePE eo cetl - 


ike ge ce Heil zo Bee. disd OR the 3rd. a a... gon. Hare GR. tne end, 





Was Kein a condition to recognise you? 


A Nex, mor, 





g You stayed te attend the funeral, right? .. 





Yes. 





kas you vers, at the funeral. 





Tobat was his attitude toward his wife subsequent 


to ner Geath? ons 




















Bs Subsequent to her death. Well, you know that they 


had divorce proceedings. pending befors.. 





Q pid he ever discuse with you the reason for the 
divorce proceedings or his attitude. toward, his wife, prior. to 
dher death?2ecng shanini 

A Well, it waa difficult for me te be in the middle 


pegauge I liked them both, and I didn't want to be accused 






































‘of net being Loyal to him... Iomean, as I sayy I was put in - 












































opovery difficult position hecause.she used to. cali ma quite 




































































‘yegularly, after they had- separated; and she was very 





































































































omnhapoy p and o amii 




















































































































“Pid she explain that he had driven her to drink, 
















































































































































































use of alcoholic beverages?» 


















































































































































oR ‘She never said that. She never said it herself, 































































































































































































“pat thatig o what I know... That's what everybody snows, taat 




































































he drove her to drink because nobody- could. Live 40. years 





























































































































with this == under these circumstances, and being insulted : 




























































































































































































ani hurt and sereamed at and ~~ without having, to have some. 
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outlet. and he definitely dreve her to drink. 

Q When she telephoned you frequently after the 
divorce or the separation, what was the general nature of 
the conversation? 

A Sae wae mostly drunk. 

CE o And she would be calling long distance from Los 
Ange las? 
het, Ae. Yes, ‘yea, that's xr ight. Bt EY o telook > Breage. 
o'clock in the morning. 
ES Was she sometimes hysterical? 


A, Ko, not. hysterical, 


ho No, no. She wouldn't ask for my help. We wera - 
kind of in a way crying on ench other's shoulder because wa 
were both going through a divorce, you Know. 

wo Bat she did not ~- wall, she did tell me ~~ you 
see, there was along time when I was in no contact with her 
because she was in a sanitarium and nobody even knew where ah 
was. My son cam@ out here, and they made special provisions 
for my son to go and see her. And she told me that my father 
had nex committed and that through the falso testimony of a 
psychiatrist; she was committed. 

(Qo Bid she say anything else in general about Karl? 
oa By I don't know, She called wemny times, Sut as 

i gay, she usually was under the influence of alcohal and =- 
R. New, do you say thls because her speech was 
incoherent or did she admit that sh was =~ - 

Bo. RO, she would never admit it. And she would never 


oe] 
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g% Complaining about Kari; asking for vour help, what -+- 













































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































seek help. “But IT tried to) “But; no; she would not admit: 
it: But I knew from the way she was talking, by the hour 
and her speech, that shé was drinking. 

“UME M@CLASKEY:; Off the record a second, please. 
(whereupon, a recess was taken.) 


BY HR, BRONSON" 


Q Following the déath of Gertrude; were you notified 





Freund was involved in litigation with ‘Gertrude's 





OQ  And who notified you of this litigation? © 
AO OR @on't$ knows My Lawyer in Chicago. I wasn't e- 


r don't kiow: T don't know if it was you. Somebody: notified 


wanted me to sign some appearance forms for myself and my 
childrens 5U 
Q | Did you end up signing ‘the forms? 


A. Yes oT didn't appear, but I signed-the forms, 








ad you sign’ those forms on advice of counsel? 


My Lawyer in Chicago, yes. 


‘orior to Gé¥trudé™s death, were you ‘aware | 


peg? 


kL had entered into a Will contract in 






at they had mađe a will €n 1948? ° 


p, “R WEIL contract. 
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mè fron bere, whosver was Mrs, Freund's: Lawyer, ‘that they. of 











| 
| 
| 
| 






































































































































































































g What was your understanding of the natu 



































litigation? 














& What was my understanding of the nature of the — 

















Litigation?... 
































A Of Hrs. Preund's WELL? 








My understanding was that she had wade a separate 





| Will and that my father was contesting the Will on the .. 
| Grounds that they had agreed. not- to change their WILI without 
each other's consent... 


oo Now, was Lt your understanding that you had, or 














were a beneficiary under the WELL Qa: 

ooo) MR. MOCLASKEY: o I an going to object to that question. 
and instruct. her not. to answer because I don't think it relates 
to this, action... 

HR. BRONSON c Let's go off the record... 
(Discussion off the record.) 


oi.) (Bending question. read by the reporter.) 




















MR, BRONSON: Will contract. 























MR. HOCLASKSY: Do. you. want to rephrase the question 


























MR, BRONGON: Well, let*’s see Lf she can understand it. 

















ME. MCCLASKEY: Well, then my objection is if it just 









































says, "WEN 













































































MR. BRONSON: NO. Th says, “Wildl contract... 






























































fi. Pat it this way: Was it your understanding that 





































































































in any form or manner you were a beneticlary of the Will. 






















































































































































































contract. between. your. father and Gertruda? 
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A After her death 


& Yes, after hèr death, yea. . 








Ui BR. Yag, Hel ae 





MR. MOCLASKEY: You answered the question... 


OBY MR, BRONSON: 


@ In what manner or form did you understand you were 


a beneficiary as? = 






KO Well, the Will contract’ stated that I would get 


| 30 percent if they diad simultanecusly.. However, it was 


pointed out to me that there was a tore ox less legal or 
technical omission that did net specify what the survivor of 


then would leave nel But Iowas given to understand by my 


father that I had nothing to worry about or to gain by enter- 


ing inte the Litigation because he said that I would be well 
taken care of by him and that I would not have to worry the 
rest of my life or I never would hava to Werk again. 

g How, prior to ker death, did Gertrude ever discuss 
this Will contract or the Willa that they had? ~~ 


DAS MORONS 





MeCLASKBY: You mean with her, is the question, © 


dente it?“ 





MR. BRONSON? Yesp specifically with you.” 





IB WLPNESS: > He. 


BY NR. BRONSON: 


Q So you vere not aware of the Will contract of 1946? 
Q > Nor were you aware of the two Wills made By your 


father and stapmether in 1946? 
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gi 
he Tai aa, $ 


2 l G. Now, after Gertrude‘s death, after litigation was 





instituted by Karl, did Karl discuss with you the nature of 


this contract and your rights init? ooo 





vod. O OE, he 1946 Will contract? 





WLLL contract. 





l | 
a NG, not as ~~ with regard to this particular 
WLIL contract, but after her death, he assured we, not. only | 
to me but to other people, specifically; to -- when I was in 
the hospital, he had a long talk with my girlfriend, the one 
that I said he apent this whole afternoon with, Mrs. Lagosi, 
12 ami he assured her that I was -= that I had. nothing to. worry | 
about, that. I would be well taken care of the rest of my life 


Coane he also -- LI believe it was Mr,.Harriman. who. 





Had a conversation and assured my lawyer in Chicago along the 





Same Lines... 


o @ so Whe. de Chis Mes. Lugosi? Is that her name? 








de this: isa friend of mine who also knows my father 














and she is the ona. that took: him to see me at. the hospital.. 











She invitet him -~ ne liked herso: He talked: to her and he. ~- 














when I was in the. hospital, he wanted to reassure her that, 


















































baling. that she was ny- best friend, that.is,. the arrangements 



































ae had made for ome. oon oes, 

































































GO. cDo you have her address? 








































































































JLA on NGS, 6233 ~- she is listed as one of the witnesses. 

































































































































































SR. MGOCLASKEY: indicate ia you. remember. Go ahead... 














































































































Joo RHE WITNESS: .6233. North Lawndale Avenue,. Chicago; 





























































































































Tilinois 60646... 
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BY Mite. BRONEON 3 
Gg how, when. your father =e. 


Aeon 43, Lim sorry. 














g How, is it your testimony that your father said 
ouy, “Shere is no need to intervene; you would be well 
taken care of"? 
ush co Yesi 
Q Did- you have any discussions with him as to what 
he seant by, guote, “well taken care of? = 
“A. ce Hojs: 
A What did gow stake: that<perednalty boo mean? 

OAS =o Well; ZEotookedt:to:mean that there would beca 
certain amount ~~ I don't know the -- I don't knew the 
legalitias of-it, but. I think: dt:was:ine the form of a trast 
fund. 

Goce Did: you feel. that by this, be meant you would net 
have to work any more? 


Aa. » Definitely. oui 





ios Pid he discuss with you then the size of the total 
estate between himself and the estate of Gertrude? Did he 
tell you what it wag: #e 

vies (Me, E didenét knowowhat his estate was or harg. 
Lo just: knew it was. community. property. = 
LS) MR MECLASKBY: Jesh a second. 
| BY NR; BRONSON: 

oo o If he tad not made the statement to you and your 
Exilond and to chr: Narrviman througa your. attorney, would nave 


you intervenes in tha action? Would save you appeared in the 
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BE 
Ae 





















No, because I felt certain loyalty to my fathex 


and -didn't -see any reason why I should. 








g Weli. co you understand the question I am asking 




















you? 

















iis Well, would I have entered into. the litigation in... 









































kegard to. Truda's will? 





R if your ees 


= Bh T 





Tomean,; by that, would that mean would 1 have any 
rights to object. to his contesting Truda’s Will?.. 
Frankly, I don't know what I could have done anyway] 
since Io was not named asia beneficiary. directly. io don't. 
know. 
Bo. ORay. Well, I'll state the question again. 
Ek your father had. not stated to you, you. would. be 
well taken care of, would you have -- 
fees Iowaan’ t going to do anything against =~ 
OBR. OMOCLASEKEY: Just a second. You don't know what the 


question iss. 





BY MR. BRONGON: 











ü if your father hadn't gaid: to you and this. friend 






































of.yours that you would be well taken care of, vould you then | 









































have entered; appeared inthe Will contest and the other 















































Litigation?.., tegi 






















































































ia Be 





















































Well, I'm sorry because I. don't understand. what it 








































































































implied at. the time, my even entering into the litigation. 
x 











































































































don't know what: I could have. gained by it... I wasn't 



















































































































































































informed emi ». 
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cg Srg your father had’ said to stay out of the Will 











contest and the Litigation, would you have stayed out? 


Yes. 


g 


And why is that? - 








“Well, out-of loyalty to him. = 


“Byen if you had a financial or economic interest in 


D 











intervenisg,; you would still have bowed to his request? 


sAocooNell, Tuas not onamed as any beneficiary, so there 














(Was no reason. CI can't aay what I would have done if 








Mire. Freund would have left me sume money and I was == 




















MBS VMCOBASEBY? O selijo nre: Martel; oh, boy. You were a 
beneficiary under the Will contract under certain contingencip 
TRE WITNESS: Welly 30 percent Iwas: to get; right? . 
MR. MeCLASKEY; © You contend thatws in error. = 
HE WITNESS: Well) Io feel the way it was worded, yes, 
because it should have said that the survivor of them would 
also give me 30 percents ~ | 





























Ago why do you fesi it should have been worded => deo 



































































































































“A, O° Well; “i feel that that is the way my father would 


































































































have intended it: te be. 

























































































oOo > Okay. That's important. = 


























Yoa feel your: father intended it to be 30 percent 























































































































of the survivor's estate; that is; the survivor between - 
















































































Gertrude ang your fathar? 





























































































































ooo They saidoonothie.'46 contract, I mean, yes. 






























































































































































goo It's your opinion that your father intended to say 
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in the '46 Will contract that the survivor was going to 


leave you. 33 percent of the total gross estate? 









Ae oes c As a matter of. fact, from the way I under- 
Stand it, it even said that I would get it all, if Mrs. Hoch 


had deceased, -ño there wag the intention; isn't that correct 





MR. MOCLAGKEY:. Well, it doesn't say. that. Tt:saye.... 
that. iE- Mrse Noch -- just let me ask you the question: TE 
the representative is unable -- 
TES WEITNESS:...Well,.- must have been because that was 
| Truda‘ s- ikiss eruda’s Will seid that Lf Mrs. Hoch died, I 
would have gotten: all of it.: Maybe I got. those two confused. 
JARs: MOCLASEEY: Thats true... But tae situation is that 
Gextrude: Freund 's.Will.whieh«you: are-referring to is a Will 
that was written in 19366 and- -was not. a Will which was written 
pursuant to the Hill contract. o>. 
BY HR, BRONSON: > 
co Bocce YOulre not compatent.to testify on the legal 
documents, only what your understanding. of them was. (I am... 
not asking. you what. they salds -Iim not asking for your 
testimony as to what they are or. what they said or what they 
mean. As to what =- 
| BR, HOCLASKREY: . To can show her the two Wills, including 
the. one. of Gertrude Freund.that was written pursuant to tae 
Will contract and- signed in 1946. 
Po you understand that the 1966 Will wasa'’t written 
in accordance with the Will contract, that Karl Freund 
| contended that. Gertrude Freund had no right to make a Will 


in 1966? De you understand that? 
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RHE WITNESS: Yee... Well, that's the one he was 


contesting» yes. cos 





Re MOCLASREY oo Right, that’s right... <0. +. 












BY MRE BRORSON: 


Gos But you feel that.your father intended that you 





nave a vested interest in. the surviver's estate to tne extent 
ef 30 percent? | 


A Ves. z SES REPS S 





ong De you Nave any facts; any statements by him, upon 
which you make this statement? 


A Nao, merely by the fact that it says that I would 





get 30 percent in case they died simultaneously... but. feel 
that there:isea w~othat it.is a mistake or omission, that... 
there should have been another, you know, explanation. 


feo oDvamojuetvtrying: to find out tbe basis upon which, 





rather than your opinion; that. it was- a mistake, not in 
accordance: with your father's wishes. 
&, tim. basing: itoon the one. statement that is. in there 


that fam Sapposed to get 30 percent. co. | 








Qoo: Well, what. about statements of your father or 








Gertrude? 
A The only statement of my father was that I was well 


taken’ care of and that I wouldn't have to worry. ie wouldn't 














heli me the amount. 








ce eo Now, did you sign that waiver on the advice of your 
GSounsel? 


LAC tor Yog Pap mec ue 








Qey Bit. hewh ees post 
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& Youcmean for the appearance? 
G Yes... Was there any discussion held with Mr. Lewis 
as to pour rights under the 1946 Will contract? 
A Well, he went =~ he: showed me the Wild, and it was 
upon hia advice that he told me to sign the papers. 
Also; Iedidntt want to do anything that my father 
didn't want me to do; and this was helping: him apparently. 
She. pid Sherman Lewis ever render any opinion: te you 
ag to what your rights were under those Wills and the Will 
Contract? ieee 
Reo. “Well, what else can he say besides: == 
“BR. HOCLASREY:: Just a seconds Well, you can answer 
that- yes or noy whether you ever discussed the W11ll contract 
with Sherman Lewis, i 


THE WITNESS?! Yeas, Thatohad to == 


















MR MOCLASERY: Just a second so You ve anawered ity 5o 


SEO BR BRONSON: © 


pr 


fe. sNow, did he-render to you his legal opinion as to 


what your rights were under those documents, that is, the 





Will contract and the two Wills? 9 = 


Ba What two: Wills? 

















The 1946 Wills and the contract. < 





cout le Mee: 











co Q@oos What did he say that your rights were under those 











GOGUMGRES? 






































MR. NOCLASKEY: How, as to that, Tam going to instruct 




































































her not to answer on the basis that that’s covered ny the. 





attorney-client privileges 





| 
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OBR. BRONSON: © Off the record. 
(Discussion off the record.) 
| BY MR Yo BRONGON 3 

Q Did Sherman Lewis relate to you what Mr, Harriman 
had said? 

àc. -Definitely, yes... 

A What did be state Mr. Harriman had related? 

MR. MOCLASKEY o how, you oniy have to answer that if 
you reBlember. AOINE 
oo PRE WITNESS c Bell, be told me that at many occasions 
that Mr, Narrinian, even though he was not specific, told 
tec, Lewis that arrangements had: been made for me and that 1 
Would.-~.was weli- taken care of. 

MR. BRONSON: I have no further question... - 

-MRI MOCLASKEYs All: right. Will you stipulate that 
this deposition can be signed in front of any wotary, including 
a Notary for the State of Illinois? 
coe Reo BRON GON go 0 Yaga 


{Whexveupon, a recess was taken.) 





- MR. BRONSON: One further question. 0s. 


cge o oc Ato the prasent. time do yor feel that; or do you” 





piov that you have been damaged, suffered damage in any 
specific manner by relying on these alleged statexents not ta 
intervene in the Will.contest case here and the constructive 
trust case in- Los angeles? 

no Boos By not having intervened? Well, one thing I know 
ig that I did not press my husband for a better settlement 


io my divorce, counting on the help I would get from my 
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father. D fared very badly. 
































opite Any other damage that you feel you suffered oy not 
intervening? oo: 
E En’ Truda scand Karl's?) . 


“Ro. cün the divorce. 








MR. MeCLASKEY: I would be willing, if you would allow 


RRS s 





LOMB, BRONSON: You can't: testify. 
PRG MOCLASKBY: d’m not testifying, but it's ai: 
technical question. o I would be happy to explain itae o 

MR. BRONSON: Let me ask: the question. 
coe OMR OO MeCLASKBY: O D don't mind putting it on the. record, 
LE you want to know what damages she may have incurred., The 
answer ie possibly ves. That depends on the outcome. of this 
case. -f-can elaborate on that. | 

MR. BRONSON: Well, go ahead. Is it your theory that 
if you were to win this case and she had intervened, sha 
would take a larger amount? 

WR, MeCLASEBY: Ff she would have won this case, since 
this is substantially over a million dellare, she wouldn’ & 
be damaged by the fact that she didn't intervene under bhe 
WLLL contract where the most she could get would be 30 


Percent, -8 esi 


24 oer | 
HE. BRONSON; Yes. 

25 , l TOPIS P i l f 
MR. MOCLASEKEY: On the other hand, were she to Lose 








‘| ease, then possibly sha may be damaged by the failure te 
‘intervene te the extent of 30 pereent ef the total gross 


estate. 
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> MR. BRONSON: You're talking about in terms of 
reformation? m8 a 
MR. MCCLASKEY: Yeg, 
HR. BRONSON: So that in essence, you are claiming that 


the Will contract prevented Karl from changing his second 





| will. 






ASKEY: That is true. I mean if the Will. 





contract 





under that interpretation, if she were successful 
| in action in. equity te. reform that- inatrument, it would appear 
| that the most she would have taken under the theory which she 
has elaborated here today. is 30 percent ef a million. three 
hundred thousand dollars, which is the total estate. So vou 
would. have bhat- limitation on it, that that percentage would 
be a iimitation on her recovery. That's the most that she 
could recover under an action for. reformation. Under that 
theory, that would be the extent of the damages. 

: op MR. BRONSOR: Sut at least from what we can see here, 
there was no awareness on anyone’s part that =- 

; HR eo MOCLASKEY tk bar visnkes ca chink thesaiwees- 
‘|Snat's another matter. 0.0. 

: n The stipulation heretofore entered also applies te 
| this additional question, 


KER, BRONSON: Okay. Thank you very much. 
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA ) 
) SS. 
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES j 


I, 



















a Notary Public in and for the County of Los Angeles, 





State of California, do hereby certify: 

That on the day of , 19 ; 
before me personally appeared, GERDA MARTA MARTEL, 
the witness whose deposition appears herein; 


That the said witness was by me first duly advised 











11 of the right to make such changes and corrections as might 

12 | be necessary in order to render the within transcript 
13 | true and correct; 

14 That the said witness stated to me that the said 

15 deposition was read to or by said witness, who, having 

16 made such changes and corrections as desived, thereupon 

17 subscribed and swore to the said deposition in my 

16 presence. 

19 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto subscribed my 

20 | name and affixed my official seal this day hereinabove 

21 | written.. 

22 

23 

k Notary Public in and for the County 

25 of Los Angeles, State of California 

26 

27 

28 
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4 I, TRENE H, HADEISHI,;, C.5.R., 

5 | a Notary Public in and for the County of Los Angeles, 

6 | State of California, do hereby certify: 

7 That prior to being examined, the witness named in 

8 | the foregoing deposition. Guava MARIA KANEEL, 

9 | was by me duly sworn to testify the truth, the whole truth 

10 | and nothing but the truth. 

l1 That said deposition was taken before me at the time 

12 | and place therein set forth and was taken down by me in. 

13 shorthand and thereafter transcribed into typewriting 

14 anaes my direction and supervision, and I hereby certify 

15 the foregoing deposition is a full, true and correct 

16 transcript of my shorthand notes so taken. 

1 I further certify that I am neither counsel for nor 

ie related to any party to said action nor in anywise 

19 | interested in the outcome thereof. 

20 IN WITNESS WHERFOF, I have hereunto subscribed my 

a name and affixed my official seal this” day of 

= may p 1970 . 

23 

24 . a 

25 Notary Public in and for the County 
of Los Angeles, State of California 

26 

27 

28 
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